eLearning & Content Advisory Council
Minutes

August 16, 2006

Attending:
Debra Hinck, Cindy Gallatin, Jan Huber, Karen Kaplan, Rob Keating, Clint Kennedy, Josh Smith, Bill Sullivan, and Ed Klonoski.  
The eLearning & Content Advisory Council met at the Office for Workforce Preparedness.  The meeting was focused on revising the core content and services that it believes the CET should be advocating during the next year.  Below are the revised descriptions of those services.  Klonoski will present these to the Commission for its September meeting along with the Minutes from our summer meetings as the eLearning & Content Advisory Council report.
eLearning: Provide high quality, online course materials that help equalize opportunity and access for all Connecticut K-12 students. These online resources could include STEM courses, language instruction, remedial materials, enrichment materials, professional development, and even online student services.   The eLearning environment delivering these resources would be flexible, centrally managed, and available across the CEN to all Connecticut districts.  

Audio & Video Conferencing: Provide the central infrastructure that would permit students, teachers, and school administrators to access each other in real time from any desktop.  The CET would manage the “central switching” and the schools would be responsible for the desktop technologies (cameras, computers, building bandwidth, etc.).  The resulting system would permit anyone within the CEN to share materials, classrooms, resources, and communication in real time from any desktop to any desktop.  

Learning Object Repositories: Task the Network Advisory Council with producing a way for CEN users to search and access online repositories of learning objects.  These objects could include lessons, videos, simulations, etc.  The idea is to produce a user-friendly interface for teachers and students who are accessing digital content for instructional purposes.  The content could be free or proprietary, the storage could be central or distributed, but the system would make the search process as easy as the iCONN search tool does for iCONN content.

Student Information System:  Supply a single K-12 student information system that operates on the CEN and offer access to it for free to every school district on the condition that they re-direct the dollars they currently spend on such systems to learning services.  The advantages of a single, centrally supplied system include standardized data and reporting, consistent system quality across the state, real time access to information for all, and an improved understanding of student needs (improved accountability).
Project Grants:  The CET should provide resources and a process to support projects that advance the mission and goals of the CET.  
Legislative Strategy:  The eLearning & Content Advisory Council recommends the following principles as critical to moving this agenda with our legislative funders:

· Moving redundant technology costs from the districts to the CET so that local resources could be devoted to learning.

· Creating equity in access to technology and learning materials across the state.

· Using resources like the CEN and the suggestions above to create economies of scale.

· Using technology to assist in addressing the State’s key issues including teacher shortages, student achievement, and economic competitiveness.

Next Meeting: September 20, 2006 from 1:00 to 3:00 at OWC.

Respectfully submitted, 
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Ed Klonoski, President

Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium    







