eLearning & Content Advisory Council
Minutes

December 20, 2006
Council Members Attending: Henry Dutcher, Cindy Gallatin, Karen Kaplan, Josh Smith, Bill Sullivan, Stephen Wilmarth, and Ed Klonoski.
Public Attending: Gretchen Hayden 
The meeting was devoted to producing language and pricing for two proposals to the CET.  Specifically, the Council discussed the eLearning proposal and the Learning Object Repository proposal.
There are at least 23 states that are already engaged in this activity, and the Council believes that  by leveraging the state’s existing investments in educational technologies such as the CTDLC and the Connecticut Education Network, Connecticut could make rapid progress here with a modest investment.

On the eLearning front, the group agreed on a price estimate, of $850,000 per year to serve 1,000 students for a two year pilot.  The language the group is forwarding to the CET is:

eLearning:  A program that would increase access to 21st century learning,  would use the Connecticut Education Network to provide Connecticut public school students with online learning opportunities , taught by Connecticut certified teachers, that could help in  critical areas such as credit recovery for students who are failing a course, enabling students to begin courses at any time, providing access to STEM courses and advanced placement courses.

 

On the Learning Object Repository front, the discussion resulted in several principles.  First, the group felt that when a class of digital learning objects becomes important educational content as indicated by a sufficient level of adoption in districts, the CET should provide a process for aggregated purchasing to reduce the price and better utilize the CEN as a delivery vehicle.  Second, the Council believes that the ICONN search interface and collective purchasing approach represent the appropriate model for delivering such resources.  And finally, the Council believes that video content meets those requirements of sufficiently important as an educational tool and widely adopted by districts.  
The Council asked Klonoski to contact representative vendors to arrive at the approximate price for a statewide license to such video content and his efforts returned $1M as the approximate price.  This will give teachers and students access to video content from home, school, and public libraries.  Approximately 10 states have such a license arrangement.
The language the Council offers to the CET is as follows:

Video Repositories:  Districts across the state are purchasing and deploying through their Local Area Networks repositories of video content that students and teachers can use to strengthen lessons and illustrate historical and scientific ideas with media rich materials.  These repositories are provided by third party vendors, require technology for their delivery, and could be licensed by the CET and delivered using the CEN.
The meeting schedule for the eLearning & Content Advisory Council during the spring of 2007 is as follows:
January 24, 2007
2-4 pm

CTDLC 

February 21, 2007
2-4 pm

CTDLC 

March 21, 2007
2-4 pm 
CTDLC 

April 18, 2007

2-4 pm

CTDLC 

May 23, 2007

2-4 pm

CTDLC 

Next Meeting: January 24, 2007 from 2:00 to 4:00 at the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium in Newington.  The CET meets January 30th from 10:00 to 12:00 am in the Old Judiciary Room, 3rd floor, State Capitol.  Klonoski will present the eLearning & Content Advisory Council report, but any interested Advisory Council members are encouraged to attend.
Respectfully submitted, 
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Ed Klonoski, President

Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium    

