CEN Network Infrastructure Meeting

Thursday, March 1 2007


Those in attendance:


Bryan Adams, Sarah Edson, Russ Feinmark, Tim Hilbie, Randel Osborne, G. Ravishanker, Ken Sayers, Tom Sweda, Ralph Valenzisi, John Vittner, Rob Vietzke

++++++++++++

New employee - Sarah Edson  - associate director of CEN content management - liaison between higher ed, K12, libraries.  She is currently meeting with all the advisory councils, CET members, and individual schools, and conducting an assessment of current CENusage.  She will spearhead content initiatives, and look for possible ways to provide cost savings.

++++++++++++

Filtering Update - John Vittner

John participated in a conference call w/senior engineers of filter vendor.  Discussions
about CEN's needs, scalability, contractual issues.  Secure, the vendor, is moving to "Web Washer", since the existing product will be discontinued in 6 months.

Architecture is "filtering clusters" with one administration server,  which does not scale.
The beta version of Web Washer will be tested to explore possibility of transitioning CEN filter to Web Washer.  The goal is to test a single box in April, and preview scalability before possible summer deployment. 

Retraining of users will be required, and although requested, migration tools will probably not be available.

Filter training session rescheduled for March 20.

++++++++++++



CEN Budget Update - Rob Vietzke

Governor’s proposed budget - includes General Fund operating support + bond fund capital support + cost sharing.

Current state funds for 06-07 are $3.2M.  $3.2M is proposed for 07-08, and the same for 08-09.

Discussion about municipal use of CEN, implications


Discussion about loss-of revenue from higher education due to increasingly competitive rates from commercial ISPs.

++++++++++++++++

Discussion about content - 
VOIP on the CEN

Vidoeconferencing hardware is available for loan - 3 units currently available

K12 perceived lack of use - training sessions could be offered to explore uses for K-I2

Science center is considering High Definition telepresence

Content ideas - iConn, Ebsco, statewide library catalog, Thompson
Learning, United Streaming

