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Overview of today’s presentation

• Why should we care about 
climate change?

• Green training opportunities

• What can you do at home?
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Why Should We Care About 
Climate Change?
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Sources of global warming pollution

• Combustion of fossil fuels
– Power plants

– Cars, buses, trains, trucks

– Heating and cooling of buildings

– Energy to produce and transport food and products

• Transportation and electricity are largest sources, and they are 
both growing
– More people driving more miles, despite more efficient vehicles

– More computers, TVs, appliances in average home, despite more 
efficient appliances
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Solutions require smarter choices

• Cleaner electricity generation

• Cleaner transportation and smarter land use

• More efficient energy use – residential, commercial, industrial

• Reduced emissions from agriculture, land clearing, and waste 
management

• More tree planting and better forest management

• Public education and awareness
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Climate change facts

• Climate is already changing
• Climate change is accelerating
• Projected change is significant, depending on our 

emissions of greenhouse gases
• Magnitude of future impacts depends on our actions 

today
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Impacts so far on the Northeast

• Annual temperatures up almost 2ºF since 1970
• Winters are warming fastest, at 1.3ºF per decade 

since 1970
• Snowpack and lake ice are decreasing
• Spring indicators are arriving earlier
• Extreme heat in summer is becoming more frequent

Source: UCS, Climate Change in the Northeast
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Projected climate impacts on the Northeast
• Temperature – average regional temps up by 6 - 14º F by late 

century; increase in days > 100º F 

• Precipitation – more heavy rainfall events; 20 – 30% increase 
in winter precipitation, more as rain

• Sea level – 10 – 24 inches by end of century (high emissions 
scenario), 7 – 14 inches (low emissions scenario); does not 
account for melting of major ice sheets

• Coastal flooding – current 100-year flood in Groton/New 
London could occur every 17 years (high emissions scenario)

Source: UCS, Climate Change in the Northeast
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Warming of up to 12½ degrees 
(Region-wide annual average)
Source: UCS, Climate Change in the Northeast

2oF warming since 
1970

Lower: 3.5-6.5oF

Higher: 6.5-12.5oF
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Summer feels like VA or SC
Source: UCS, Climate Change in the Northeast

Source: NECIA/UCS, 2007 (see: www.climatechoices.org/ne/) Source: NECIA/UCS, 2007 (see: www.climatechoices.org

http://www.climatechoices.org/ne/
http://www.climatechoices.org/ne/
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Heatwaves and temperature extremes
More days over 90 F

Source: NECIA/UCS, 2007 see: 
www.climatechoices.org/ne
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Areas with snow cover more than 30 days
Source: UCS, Climate Change in the Northeast

Base map credit: Intrasearch d.b.a. MapMart
Source: NECIA/UCS, 2007 (see: www.climatechoices.org/ne/)

http://www.climatechoices.org/ne/
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How will our emissions choices effect our 
future climate in CT?

• Agriculture – dairy, crop productivity, pests and 
weeds

• Forests – ecosystem response, tree habitat 
change, bird habitat change, insect pests

• Coasts – coastal flooding, shoreline change
• Marine – cod and lobster habitat
• Health – air quality, heat-related health, urban 

vulnerability
• Winter recreation – skiing and snowmobiling
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The challenge is HUGE

• Our climate is already changing – we need to 
adapt to these changes

• Even as we make cuts, emissions continue to 
rise -- we’re just slowing the rate of growth

• Climate stabilization requires up to 80% 
reductions

• The choices we make over the next 5 - 10 
years are critical
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CT leadership on climate change

• New England Governors/Eastern 
Canadian Premiers Climate Change 
Action Plan (2001)

• CT Climate Change Action Plan (2005)

• Mandatory limits for greenhouse gas 
emissions (2008 statute):

10% reductions by 2020
80% reductions by 2050
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Green Training 
Opportunities
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Green training opportunities
• Transportation: minimize vehicle travel

• Publicity and handouts:  go paperless

• Energy:  conserve and maximize efficiently

• Waste: reduce, reuse, recycle

• Food:  buy local and minimize waste

• Hotels: go green

• Education:  raise awareness about the green features 
of your meeting

• More: use green cleaners, go carbon neutral
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Transportation
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Transportation
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Publicity and handouts
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Publicity and handouts
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Publicity and handouts
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Publicity and handouts
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Energy



25

Waste



26

Food
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Food
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Food
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Hotels
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Education
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Green cleaners
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Carbon offsets
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What Can You Do
At Home?
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Cut energy costs

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=home.index
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Recycle, compost
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Support clean energy
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Clean up your commute
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Buy locally grown food
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Reduce synthetic fertilizer use
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Buy an energy efficient vehicle
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Install clean energy at your home
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??
What is your
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www.onethingct.com
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www.ctclimatechange.com

• Climate change
• Publications
• CT actions – towns, 

businesses, individuals
• Stakeholder page, 

public input
• Awards
• News
• Events
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It’s easy to be green!
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