The 2020 Campaign
A Plan to Close Connecticut's Institutions 
for People with Intellectual Disabilities by 2020
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The Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities has called on the Governor and the State Legislature to close all state institutions that house individuals with intellectual disabilities by 2020 and to transition all residents to appropriate homes in integrated settings in the community. We have also called for all savings to be used to reduce the residential waiting list.

WHY HAVE WE LAUNCHED THE 2020 CAMPAIGN?

Connecticut currently maintains 6 state institutions where over 500 intellectually disabled individuals live.

        *Southbury Training School, which houses 335 residents
        *5 Regional Centers, which house a total of 186 individuals

Connecticut continues to maintain these 6 segregated institutions, even though fifteen years ago the United States Supreme Court, in the OLMSTEAD vs. L.C decision, ruled that segregated institutions violate the Constitutional rights of disabled individuals to live in the community as fully participating members of society. What are we saying as a society when we continue to segregate and isolate more than 500 of our citizens solely because of their disability?

State-operated institutions cannot be justified morally or legally. They are also fiscally imprudent.  The cost of living in the segregated State institutions far exceeds the cost of living in private, community based settings, such as group homes. The State pays over $350,000 per resident per year at STS and over $442,000 per resident per year at the Regional Centers--vs. around $130,000 for a private group home. 

Until pressure from families resulted in the Legislature including $4 million in the FY 2014 budget to create residential placements for individuals on the DDS Waiting List, the State had completely stopped funding new community residential placements for individuals with intellectual disabilities unless it was an emergency, saying there was no money to pay for such placements. 

So by keeping open the institutions, the State ties up dollars in unnecessarily costly placements and keeps other disabled adults in need of residential services waiting. The Waiting List now exceeds 2000 individuals, including 700 who either are categorized as emergencies, or who are in need of services within the next 12 months. And it grows each year.

The time has come to do the right thing and close the institutions -and move individuals living there into the community. And doing the right thing will save money, money that the Legislature then MUST redirect to expand residential services for adults with intellectual disabilities who currently are waiting for services.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Call your Legislator. Tell him or her that you support the 2020 Campaign and  are looking for their support. Here is a link to the Connecticut General Assembly web page where you can find out how to contact your legislator:
http://www.cga.ct.gov/ 
Come to the Family Hearing Day at the State Legislative Office Building in Hartford on January  15, 2015 at 11 a.m. and speak in support of closing the institutions and redirecting savings to provide residential services to those on the DDS Waiting List. 

If you belong to a disability advocacy organization, urge the organization to support the 2020 Campaign and get involved! The more voices speaking up for our family members, the better! Contact the Council on Developmental Disabilities at 860-418-6160 for more information or molly.cole@ct.gov 




