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Southbury Training School Recommendations

Date:   December 28, 2015

To: 					Commissioner Morna Murray, DDS 

From:  Shelagh McClure, Chair, CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
  Molly Cole, Director, CT Council on Developmental Disabilities

Re: 					STS Recommendations 

The mission of the CT Council on Developmental Disabilities is to promote the full inclusion of people with disabilities in their communities.  The Council believes that people with disabilities deserve a model of support that promotes belonging, inclusion, full citizenship and a good life for everyone.  In November 2014, the DD Council voted to initiate a plan to close Southbury Training School and the remaining five regional institutions by the year 2020.  The Council sought support from a number of agencies to join this 2020 campaign and the UCEDD, the Office of Protection and Advocacy, Arc Connecticut, the State Independent Living Council and the Cross Disability Lifespan Alliance all signed on as supporters of the 2020 campaign. These recommendations are submitted by the Council in collaboration with the 2020 Campaign Committee.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Recommendation:   It is our recommendation that Southbury Training School (STS) be closed by the year 2020.   The 2020 Campaign Committee has developed the attached document detailing the elements of the plan to close STS and also contains appendices with background information.  Due to the high cost of institutional care, closure of STS should result in significant savings which can then be re-invested by DDS to address the needs of families who are on the waiting list for residential supports.  

For more information please contact:  Molly Cole, Director, CT Council on Developmental Disabilities, 860-418-6157 or molly.cole@ct.gov 
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