CT Council on Developmental Disabilities

Public Forum

5 Year State Plan:  2012 thru 2016
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, January 10, 2012
Institute of Technology and Business Development

Central Connecticut State University

185 Main Street

New Britain, CT

Inclement Weather:  This meeting is cancelled if schools are closed in New Britain.  If schools are delayed in New Britain, this meeting will be held.

Snow Date:  January 17, 2011

The CT Council on Developmental Disabilities is seeking input on priorities, goals, objectives and initiatives to fund for inclusion in a new 5 Year State Plan on Developmental Disabilities:  2012 thru 2016.  

The public is invited to comment on current Council initiatives, propose new initiatives for 2012-2013, and propose priorities for 2013 through 2016.  Comments will help the Council determine advocacy, capacity building and systems change initiatives to fund.  

The Council is particularly interested in hearing comments on the following:
1.  Employment:  Increasing the opportunities for  inclusive employment/real work for real pay for persons with developmental disabilities.  
2.  Health:  Improving Healthy Lifestyles for people with developmental disabilities and  addressing issues in emergency response and emergency preparedness  for persons with developmental disabilities.  

3. Housing:   Enabling the establishment of housing and related supports that  that enable people with developmental disabilities to live in inclusive settings in  their own communities.

The Council is also interested in hearing comments on legislation or other initiatives regarding the following:
4.  Abuse:  Abuse, neglect, exploitation and sexual assault of people with developmental disabilities who are “physically helpless”.

5.  Attitudes:  Prejudice against people with developmental disabilities and their families simply being “the way they are” and creating a new definition of “normal”.  

6.  Aversives, Restraints and Seclusion:  Use of aversives, restraints and seclusion in public and private schools as well as in adult settings.

7.  Budget Cuts:  The impact of current and future state budget cuts.

8.  Community:  The inadequate community infrastructure, including people trained as personal assistants, family support and availability of health care.
9. Faith Communities:  Faith community inclusion for assistance coping with grief, death and dying.

10.  IEPs:  Difficulties with the IEP process, including early identification, scheduling IEP meetings, the conduct of IEP meetings, instruction and instructional materials, and the perceived attitude toward students with severe and multiple disabilities and challenging behavior.
11.  Information:  Obtaining information about rights and services and supports.
12. Transportation:  Issues in transportation, specifically accessible taxis.
13. Other:  The public is welcome to propose other priorities.

More information about the Council can be found on the Council’s website www.ct.gov/ctcdd 
