
Outpatient Treatment Intensive Outpatient 
Treatment (IOP/SOPS) 

Partial Hospitalization Adolescent ASAM 
Criteria 2001  

Cliff Notes  Level I 
*Generally < 6 hours/wk 

Level II.1 
*Generally 6+ hours/wk 

Level II.5 
*Generally 20+hours/wk 

Dimension 1 
Alcohol Intoxication and/or 

Withdrawal Potential 

None Mild OR is at risk of 
withdrawal 

Mild OR is at risk of 
withdrawal 

Dimension 2 
Biomedical Conditions and 

Complications 

None or Mild None or Mild 
Distracts from treatment in a 

lower level of care. 

None or Mild 
Distracts from treatment in a 

lower level of care. 
Dimension 3 

Emotional, Behavioral or 
Cognitive Conditions and 

Complications 

Status is characterized by ALL 
of the following: 

 a, b, c, d, & e 

Status features One or More 
of the following: 

 a, b, c, d, & e 

Status features One or More 
of the following:  

a, b, c, d, & e 

a) Dangerousness/Lethality 
 

None Mild 
Is safe between sessions 

Mild 
Is safe overnight 

b) Interference With 
Addiction Recovery Efforts  

 

Mild Mild 
This level of care required to 

support treatment engagement 

Moderate 
This level of care required to 

support treatment engagement
c) Social Functioning 

 
None to Mild Impairment Mild to Moderate but can 

sustain responsibilities 
Moderate but can sustain 

responsibilities 
d) Ability For Self-Care 
    *Activities of Daily Living 
 

Mild but there is significant 
risk of deterioration 

Mild to Moderate and 
requires frequent monitoring 

or interventions 

Moderate and requires almost 
daily monitoring or 

interventions 
e) Course Of Illness 
    *What can we tell from    
      their history, patient has   
     a pattern of... 

 

Mild (imminent) risk which 
predicts a need for some 

monitoring or interventions 

Moderate 
History combined with current 

situation predicts need for 
frequent monitoring or 

interventions 

Moderate 
History combined with current 

situation predicts need for 
almost daily monitoring or 

interventions 
Dimension 4 

Readiness to Change 
Willing to engage in treatment 
and is at least contemplating 
change, but needs motivating 

and monitoring strategies. 

Moderate 
Requires close monitoring and 
support several times/wk to 
promote progress because of 

variable treatment 
engagement or a lack of 

recognition of the need for 
assistance. 

Moderate 
Requires almost daily structure 
to promote progress because 

of poor treatment 
engagement, escalating use 
and impairment or lack of 
recognition of the role of 

substances in their present 
problems. 

Dimension 5 
Relapse, Continued Use or 

Continued Problem Potential 

Needs limited support to 
maintain abstinence or control 

use and to pursue recovery 
goals. 

Moderate 
Needs close monitoring & 

support because of a 
significant risk of relapse or 

continued use & deterioration 
in level of functioning.  Poor 

relapse prevention skills. 

Moderate 
Needs almost daily monitoring 
& support because of a high 
risk of relapse or continued 

use & deterioration in level of 
functioning. Minimal relapse 

prevention skills. 
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Dimension 6 

Recovery Environment 
Family/Environment can 

support recovery with limited 
assistance. 

Moderate 
Environment is impeding their 

recovery. Requires close 
monitoring and support to 

overcome that barrier. 

Moderate 
Environment renders recovery 
unlikely without almost daily 
monitoring and support or 

frequent relief from his or her 
home environment. 

*Summary based on ASAM Patient Placement Criteria, Second Edition-Revised, (Crosswalk) Page 191-193                                                                   August 2001 
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