Good morning.
My name is Pamela Katz.  I’m chairman of the Connecticut Siting Council and it is my pleasure to welcome you today to the Council’s first ever Cellular Symposium.

Before I proceed I’d like to give credit where credit is due.  The idea for this event first originated with a past Council Member, Brian O’Neill.

[RECOGNIZE BRIAN]

It was Brian who first proposed that we organize this type of an event to facilitate the informal exchange of ideas and to facilitate discussion about the technologies, methods, and issues that impact our work in siting wireless infrastructure.  This is because the nature of contested case proceedings, given the constraints of the legal process, does not always facilitate discussion around creative ideas if they are not specifically proposed as evidence by someone who has legal standing within a case.

Simply put, we asked that this event which you are attending today be organized to allow us to sink our teeth into the many issues that surround the wireless industry today, especially as it relates to alternative technologies such as micro-cells, repeaters, and such alternative platforms for propagating signal as DAS systems.
We think the speaking program for today achieves all this, and more.

You will hear today from people who see this dynamic and increasingly vital industry from literally all sides.

· This morning you will hear directly from the RF experts about the issues specific to our state that challenge their efforts to provide coverage.
· You will hear about the benefits and the drawbacks of the traditional tower design versus alternative designs such as flagpoles and camouflaged trees.

· You will hear about the role and the priorities of the regulators at the federal level.

· You will even hear about the emerging technologies that will impact how we use our wireless devices in just the next several years.

I hope you find all of these discussions and panels of speakers to be interesting and thought provoking.  And we hope that at the end of today you will be better equipped to assist us in our important work to balance the need to further develop the wireless network in Connecticut with our responsibility to protect the ecology and environment of our beautiful state.
