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On July 6, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to the existing CL&P South End substation at Manhattan Street in Stamford, Connecticut. Council Chairman Robin Stein, Executive Director Linda Roberts, and Siting Analyst David Martin visited the site on July 19, 2011 to review the proposal. John Morissette, Einat Dorobantzu, and Bob Charpentier represented CL&P at the field review. 
CL&P seeks to install new equipment within the existing fence line of the substation including: four disconnect switches, one circuit switcher, two circuit breakers, and a 115-kV to 13.2-kV, 60 MVA transformer. CL&P would also expand the existing ring bus to a four position ring bus to accommodate the new equipment. It would also expand an existing cement block control house to accommodate a better battery backup system. The proposed equipment installation is part of CL&P’s ongoing Stamford Reliability Project, which is designed to improve reliability of service in the city. It is also being implemented in response to load growth anticipated in this section of Stamford over the next ten years. 
The new equipment would be similar in size and appearance to existing equipment at the substation and would not increase the height or the bulk of the substation’s superstructure. The visual impact of the new equipment would be minimal. 
The South End substation is located just south of the railroad corridor utilized by Amtrak and Metro North. I-95 is on the other side of the rail corridor. Surrounding land uses are primarily commercial and industrial with small pockets of older residences. Part of the anticipated load growth is attributed to a nearby, ongoing development project that will eventually produce 4,000 housing units and 1,000,000 square feet of commercial space.
During the field review Chairman Stein suggested that CL&P could plant some landscaping along the outside of the substation fence. CL&P will investigate this possibility. 

CL&P’S proposed modifications to the substation are not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
