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On May 26, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to its existing Ash Creek Substation at 66 Poland Street in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Council member Barbara Bell and staff member David Martin visited the site on June 28, 2011 to review the proposal. Kate Shanley, Adla Reddy, Adam O’Laughan, and Bohdan Katreczko represented UI at the field review. 

UI seeks to enlarge the existing substation control house in order to install new control and relay panels that would bring UI’s operations into compliance with the National Electric Safety Code. The control house improvements are part of a UI system-wide effort to upgrade safety and reliability in accordance with National Electric Reliability Council (NERC) directives. The larger control house would also enable UI to upgrade its Supervisory Control And Data Acquisition (SCADA) system for high speed communications between its substations and control center. 

The existing control house is 74 feet long by 15 feet high by 36 feet wide. The expansion would add a new room 32 feet long by 15 feet high by 12-14 feet wide (depending on final design) onto the south side of the existing building, with a separate door. This addition would lie completely within the substation’s existing (small) compound. 

The substation is at the end of a short street off of Fairfield Avenue (Route 130). Ash Creek runs to the north of the substation. Land use in the area consists of condominiums and small commercial/industrial buildings. The substation profile is low enough to fit into the scale of its neighborhood. Landscaping along the fence on its south side already provides some screening. The building expansion will not increase the visual impact of the substation beyond its nearest adjacent neighbors.
UI’S proposed modifications to the substation are not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
