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On May 13, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to an existing CL&P substation at 970 Corbin Avenue in New Britain, Connecticut. Council member Larry Levesque and staff member David Martin visited the site on June 22, 2011 to review the proposal. Helen Taylor, Ali Karimi, Lou Rubano, and Mike Golebieski represented CL&P at the field review. 
CL&P seeks to replace several components of existing equipment that has outlived its service life with new components. The new equipment would consist of two 115-kV circuit switchers, a 115-kV/69-kV 12-MVA autotransformer, and a SF6 circuit breaker that would replace an existing 69-kV oil-filled circuit switcher. The proposed equipment replacements would allow CL&P to maintain reliable service to a smaller substation that serves Stanley Works in New Britain. The new equipment would also generally improve reliability. 

The new equipment would be similar in size and appearance to the equipment being replaced, so its visual impact would be minimal. The new circuit breaker would also mean that there is less oil present within the substation compound. While the new transformer is being installed, CL&P would bring in a mobile transformer to be able to maintain service while the impact of the substation.
The Cherry Hill Road substation is surrounded by residential development, but the substation is well-screened by stands of mature vegetation, thick enough to provide effective screening even when leaves are off of the trees. 
CL&P’S proposed modifications to the substation are not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
