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New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
Middletown, Connecticut

Staff Report

March 31, 2011
On March 1, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for a proposed ten-foot extension to an existing telecommunications tower facility at 50 Fairchild Road in Middletown, Connecticut. Council member Phil Ashton and staff member David Martin visited the site on March 16, 2011 to review the proposal. Chris Fisher of Cuddy & Feder represented AT&T at the field review. 
The existing facility was originally approved by the Council under Docket 316. In its decision, the Council specified that the tower would be a 120-foot monopole and that all antennas would have to be flush mounted. There are currently four carriers located on the tower: Nextel at 120 feet, Verizon at 110 feet, MetroPCS (originally Pocket) at 100 feet, and Clearwire at 90 feet. All antennas are flush mounted. 
AT&T seeks to extend the height of the existing tower by ten feet to an overall height of 130 feet and to install nine antennas, nine tower mounted amplifiers, and three remote radio heads on a low profile platform at a centerline height of 130 feet. AT&T contends that it needs to mount its antennas on a platform because some of them operate at different frequencies and require some horizontal separation to avoid interference issues. 
If AT&T cannot install its antennas on a platform, it proposes, as an alternative, that it be allowed to raise the height of the tower by twenty feet. This would enable AT&T to install antennas operating at different frequencies at different heights in order to obtain the separation needed by the antennas. 
AT&T sent letters to abutting property owners notifying them of its petition. Neither AT&T nor the Council has received any comments from the abutters.

In addition to the letter normally sent to a municipality’s chief elected official any time the Council receives a petition, the Council sent a letter to Middletown’s Mayor specifically asking for comments on AT&T’s proposal to mount antennas on a platform. Staff has followed up the letter with phone calls to the city planner but has not received any formal or informal response to the letter.
A Professional Engineer has submitted a structural analysis indicating that the tower’s baseplate and its anchor bolts need to be reinforced to enable the tower to support the proposed extension. The structural analysis also recommends that the coax be installed inside the tower shaft and that the tower mounted amplifiers and the remote radio heads be installed behind the proposed antennas. 
With AT&T’s antennas installed at the proposed centerline height of 130 feet, the tower’s power density would equal 34.5 % of the Federal Communications Commission’s Maximum Permissible Emission level. 

The tower at 50 Fairchild Road is located in a relatively, sparsely developed area of Middletown. The Connecticut Valley Hospital is nearby and a veteran’s cemetery is located a short distance to the west of the tower. Most of the development in the vicinity, however, is single-family residential. The visibility of the tower is limited by mature vegetation surrounding the tower and topography.
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