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On December 20, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition from T-Mobile Northeast LLC (T-Mobile) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to install and operate antennas and related equipment at an existing lattice tower located at 366 Old Long Ridge Road in Stamford, Connecticut.  On January 14, 2011, Council member Dr. Barbara Bell, and Christina Walsh of the Council staff met with T-Mobile representative Jennifer Young Gaudet to review the proposed project.  

The existing facility consists of a 152-foot lattice tower owned by The Long Ridge Fire Company Inc. and is located at its fire station.  The tower currently supports City of Stamford public safety communications antennas as well as wireless carriers.  T-Mobile proposes to install three panel antennas at the 108-foot level of the tower.  

The existing tower structure would need to be reinforced to accommodate the proposed installation.  Reinforcement includes replacing diagonal support bars and bolts and installing additional horizontal bars, as well as reinforcing the foundation at the structure.

T-Mobile would install its equipment on the lower roof of the fire house building.  T-Mobile’s proposed equipment would be adjacent to the existing equipment compound.  There is not enough space in the existing equipment compound to house T-Mobile’s equipment.  The proposed equipment would be screened from two directions by the firehouse building while the other two sides would be screened by privacy slats that would match the screening of the existing compound.

The existing antennas and T-Mobile antennas would result in a worst-case total power density of 27.5 percent of the Federal Communication Commission standards for radiofrequency electromagnetic power density.

T-Mobile provided notice of the proposed modification to all abutting landowners surrounding the fire department property.  No comments have been received to date.
