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On October 7, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from T-Mobile USA, Inc. (T-Mobile) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the modification of an existing transmission line tower located on Oil Mill Road in Waterford, Connecticut.  Council member Jerry Murphy and staff member Robert Mercier visited the site on November 10, 2010 to review the proposal.  Jennifer Herz of Brown Rudnick, Hans Fiedler of T-Mobile, and Michael Glidden, Zoning Official of the Town of Waterford, attended the field review.   
T-Mobile is seeking approval of a 10-foot extension to a new Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission tower located within an existing right-of-way on Oil Mill Road.  The right-of-way contains an existing transmission line and a new substation approved by the Council in Docket 364.  Two new 85-foot transmission towers were installed on the north side of the substation to tie into the existing transmission line, one of which is known as pole ST6063-B.  
T-Mobile was located on existing transmission pole ST6063 (P. 506), a structure that was not designed to support telecommunications equipment.  At the request of CL&P, T-Mobile decommissioned the antennas on pole ST6063 and installed three new antennas on pole ST6063-B, which was constructed to accommodate a telecommunications carrier.  The antennas are located on a 10-foot pipe mast at a centerline height of 92-feet.  The total height of the facility with appurtenances does not exceed 95 feet.  A structural analysis indicates the tower is structurally adequate to support the proposed loading.  T-Mobile installed a new equipment cabinet adjacent to existing cabinets at the base of pole ST6063.
Mr. Glidden of the Town of Waterford was concerned about access to the right-of-way on Oil Mill Road and requested that T-Mobile re-design the access area to account for blind spots when entering and leaving the right-of-way.  T-Mobile reached an agreement with the landlord that allows for vehicles entering and leaving the right-of-way to turn around on the property rather than backing up onto Oil Mill Road.  As of June 2, 2011 the Town has not responded to T-Mobile’s inquiry regarding the revised access.  
The site is in a developed right-of-way adjacent to a new substation.  The landlord lives immediately north of the right-of-way and operates a tree farm.  There would be no additional visibility or environmental effects from the installation of the T-Mobile’s equipment on CL&P pole ST6063-B.

