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On October 7, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Yankee Gas Services Company (Yankee) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed installation of a 60-foot wooden pole and associated radio communications equipment at 10 Murphy’s Lane in Shelton, Connecticut. Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and staff member David Martin visited the site on November 2, 2010 to review the proposal. Brian Rockwood and Steve Osuch, both of Northeast Utilities Service Company, represented Yankee at the field review. 

Yankee currently leases space at an existing Iroquois Gas Transmission System (Iroquois) gate station located at 10 Murphy’s Lane in Shelton. Yankee proposes to install a 60-foot tall wooden pole in the northwest corner of the more westerly of the two fenced enclosures that comprise the Iroquois gate station. On the pole, Yankee would mount an approximately six-foot tall, omnidirectional, whip antenna. With this antenna in place, the overall height of the proposed telecommunications facility would reach 65.5 feet above ground level. The antenna’s associated ground equipment would be located inside an existing building next to the proposed location of the wooden pole. The pole installation would not require any extension of the existing fence. The proposed antenna would be part of Yankee’s Gas Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (GSCADA) system that remotely monitors and controls its distribution system. 
The gate station is located in a kind of hollow surrounded by mature, deciduous vegetation. The topography west and south of the enclosure in which the proposed pole would be located rises steeply above the gate station. There are multi-family developments near the gate station, but the vegetation and topography keep the station well-screened from its neighbors. The proposed pole would not be higher than the nearest trees to the west and south and would not, therefore, have much of a visual presence in the neighborhood.
CSC staff calculates that the proposed antenna would result in a power density equal to approximately 4.5% of the FCC’s applicable limit. 

The proposed installation of the wooden pole for the GSCADA antenna is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
