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On September 30, 2010, Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC (AGT) filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed addition of a 12-inch diameter, 350-foot long lateral to be located at 1866 River Road in Middletown, Connecticut and connect to AGT’s interstate natural gas transmission line.  AGT seeks a declaratory ruling that the project is within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.   

Specifically, the proposed lateral would extend from an existing valve east to the terminus at the new approximately 200 megawatt GenConn facility on the same property.  The lateral would supply natural gas to the GenConn power plant.  The lateral would be entirely located on the property of Middletown Power, LLC and would run parallel to the Connecticut River.  The typical operating pressure would be on the order of 550 to 600 pounds per square inch gauge (psig), but will not exceed 750 psig.  Such project would be constructed in accordance with U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) regulations, generally with a minimum of three feet of cover for the pipeline.  No flammable gas would be used for gas blows.   
This project was field reviewed by Council member Phil Ashton, Executive Director Linda Roberts, and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on October 19, 2010.  Attorney Marianne Barbino Dubuque from Carmody & Torrance LLP (representing AGT) as well as two representatives from Spectra Energy also attended the field review.

The majority of the proposed work associated with the project would be located within 100 feet of the mean annual high water line of the Connecticut River.  Construction of the project would not require the clearing of vegetation, any activities within the water, or impact water or wetland resources.  The power plant yard is already developed with crush stone.  AGT would use a variety of measures during the construction process to control soil erosion, including the deployment of sedimentation barriers such as straw bales and silt fence, and limit the amount of land disturbance.  
The project is not located with 250 feet of any groundwater protection zones, aquifer protection zones designated by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, or within 150 feet of any public or private water supply wells.  The State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed the project and determined that it would have no effect on historic properties.  

If approved, construction is expected to commence on November 8, 2010 and would require about four to six weeks to complete.  All disturbed areas would be stabilized through the winter with mulch or similar materials.  Final restoration and re-vegetation would occur in Spring 2011.

