Petition No. 965
Clear Wireless, LLC 

95 High Street, Portland

Staff Report

November 5, 2010

On September 13, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from Clear Wireless, LLC (Clearwire) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications to a 120-foot self-supporting lattice tower owned by the Town of Portland and located on the property of Portland High School.  Specifically, Clearwire seeks to install three WiMAX panel antennas, three two-foot diameter microwave dishes, and three remote radio heads at the 105-foot level of the tower.  Clearwire also seeks to install one equipment cabinet on a new 10-foot by 10-foot concrete pad.  The compound would require a 10-foot by 12-foot expansion to accommodate the concrete pad and match the existing fencing.  

A Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut has certified that the tower is structurally adequate to support the proposed loading.  The foundation, with certain reinforcements, would also be adequate to support the loading.  The maximum worst-case power density would be 14.1 percent of the applicable limit.    
This petition was field reviewed by Council member Phil Ashton, Executive Director Linda Roberts, and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on October 19, 2010.  Attorney Jennifer Herz from Brown Rudnick LLP (representing Clearwire) and Ignaico Artaiz from URS Corporation also attended the field review.
The tower site is located adjacent to a school building.  There are no wetlands at the site.  No trees would be removed.  The visual impact of the antennas, dishes, and remote radio heads is not expected to be significant because the tower already contains antennas and a dish, and there would be no increase in tower height.  Given the large parcel size and that the tower is located behind the school, the visual impact of the expanded compound is also expected to be minimal.    
At the field review, Mr. Ashton inquired as to whether or not it would be possible to install Clearwire’s equipment on an existing concrete pad located within the existing fenced compound.  Clearwire investigated that possibility and found that that concrete pad is owned/controlled by T-Mobile as part of their lease area and is not available for Clearwire’s use.  Thus, Clearwire would have to expand the compound as proposed in order to fit their equipment. 
If approved, staff suggests that the applicant consult with the Town regarding possible landscape plantings to be planted along the compound fence to screen the equipment and improve aesthetics.  

