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On August 10, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Northeast Utilities Service Company on behalf of the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for modifications proposed to be made at CL&P’s Waterside Substation located at 39 Amelia Place in Stamford, Connecticut. Council member Phil Ashton visited the site with staff member David Martin on August 31, 2010 to review the proposal. Helen Taylor, Ali Karimi, and Katie Munday represented CL&P at the field review. 

The proposed modifications consist of the installation of a new 115-kV circuit breaker on an existing 115-kV bus, the installation of two 115-kV disconnect switches, and other associated improvements including foundations, underground conduits, relay/control cables, an underground cable and a fiber optic wire. The proposed modifications would be made in the southwest corner of the triangle-shaped substation. In this area, the substation is adjacent to a small power generation plant to the west and the Metro North rail line to the south. The modifications would most likely result in the need to extend the substation’s fence line outward approximately five feet near the area where the improvements would be made. The proposed structures and equipment would be similar in appearance and size to the substation’s existing structures. The tallest proposed structure would be approximately 16 feet in height, compared to the tallest existing structure’s height of 67 feet. 
The purpose of the proposed modifications is to increase system reliability and the capacity of the substation to handle increased loads that CL&P anticipates will result from large real estate development projects being proposed within the area served by the substation.
There is a small neighborhood of single- and two-family homes to the north of the substation. The substation, however, is well-screened from these homes by existing, mature vegetation. CL&P informed the association that represents this neighborhood of its proposed modifications. The neighborhood association was aware of the Council’s scheduled field review, but no representatives were present.

Council representatives noticed a sizeable pile of wood, probably from tree trimming in the area, just within the substation’s entrance gate. Council member Ashton asked if CL&P could remove the wood and any other debris in order to improve the substation’s appearance. CL&P representatives replied that the company would remove this material.

The modifications proposed for the Waterside Substation in this petition should not result in any substantial adverse environmental effects. 

