Petition No. 959
CL&P

Forestville Substation at 158 Cronin Street, Bristol

August 26, 2010

On July 29, 2010, The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) submitted a petition (Petition) to the Connecticut Siting Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications to CL&P’s Forestville Substation at 158 Cronin Street, Bristol.  Specifically, CL&P seeks to expand the fenced substation compound 25 feet to the west to accommodate the modifications.

These modifications include the following: installation of a 115-kV circuit switcher; installation of bus structures for the 115-kV connection of a mobile transformer (in case of a transformer failure); installation of three new 13.8-kV distribution feeders and associated current limiting reactors in the area of the proposed fence expansion; relocation of one 13.8-kV distribution feeder and current limiting reactor to new fenced area; and installation of new foundations for the four current limiting reactors and bus support structures for a 115-kV circuit switcher.

This Petition was field reviewed Council member Phil Ashton and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on August 10, 2010.  Four representatives of CL&P also attended the field review: Robert Charpentier, P.E. – Principal Engineer; Christophe Kasamba – Associate Engineer; Helen Taylor – Project Siting and Permitting Specialist; and Susan Provost – Scientist.

The substation site is located in a residential area.  The nearest home is approximately 250 feet to north, on the opposite site of Cronin Street.  The existing substation has vegetation on all sides.  One existing 40-foot tree has five, approximately one-foot diameter trunks.  Two of the trunks on the south side of the tree would be removed to accommodate the fence expansion.

If approved, staff suggests that additional native plantings be placed along the north side of the compound expansion to further screen the expansion from residents on the opposite side of Cronin Street.  This would require that a landscaping plan be later submitted for Council review and approval.  The proposed substation equipment is comparable in height to the existing equipment.  With additional landscaping, the visual impact is not expected to be significant.  
The nearest wetland is approximately 56 feet to the west of the existing substation.  With the compound expanded 25 to the west, the wetland would be about 31 feet from the new substation fence.  CL&P would trim upland vegetation bordering the wetland to allow for the installation of a silt fence to protect the wetland and demark the limits of construction.  CL&P would also adhere to the soil erosion and sediment control practices in the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil and Erosion Control.  Per the Department of Environmental Protection’s Natural Diversity Database, no Federally threatened or endangered species or State endangered, threatened or special concern species are present at the site.  Noise levels at the property boundaries are expected to remain with applicable limits.  
On July 23, 2010, CL&P met with representatives of the City of Bristol (City).  No further comments were received from the City.  On August 11, 2010, CL&P provided notice to abutting property owners.    

