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On June 15, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Northeast Utilities Service Company, acting on behalf of The Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) and Yankee Gas Services Company (Yankee), for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the installation of a wall-mounted steel pipe-mast and associated radio communications equipment at an Area Work Center (AWC) in East Windsor, Connecticut. Council member Dan Lynch visited the site with staff member David Martin on June 30, 2010 to review the proposal. Steve Osuch, Brian Rockwood, and John Morissette represented CL&P and Yankee at the field review. 

The proposed modifications would include the installation of a 25.5-foot, steel pipe-mast onto the wall of the AWC building at 112 Prospect Hill Road in East Windsor. The bottom of the pipe-mast would be approximately 10 feet above ground level. Yankee would attach a whip antenna to the pipe-mast at an approximate height of 29 feet above ground level. CL&P would attach a whip antenna to the pipe-mast at an approximate height of 34 feet above ground level. The pipe-mast would extend to a height of 35.5 feet above ground level, and CL&P’s antenna, mounted near the top of the pipe-mast, would extend the overall height of the installation to 39 feet above ground level. Associated ground equipment for the antennas would be located inside the AWC building.
Yankee’s antenna would be part of its Gas Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (GSCADA) system. This system remotely collects information from valves and meters in order to improve system operations. CL&P’s antenna would be part of its Distribution Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (DSCADA) system, which, in addition to collecting operational data, allows CL&P engineers to remotely control parts of its distribution system. The antennas proposed for the East Windsor AWC are intended to offload some of the sites now being monitored from antennas on Talcott Mountain. 

The East Windsor AWC was selected for this project because of its relatively high elevation (approximately 165 feet above mean sea level) in the surrounding area. At this location, the antennas would have a particularly good reach to the west, towards the Talcott Mountain antennas. 
The proposed pipe-mast and antennas would have no visual impact on any residences. There is one residence approximately 300 feet to the north, but the pipe-mast would not be visible from this property. Other than this one residence, the closest development to the north is all commercial. There is a thick stand of mature, deciduous trees directly to the south. Where the trees end, there is a large water tank and a telecommunications tower. 
The power density of the two proposed antennas would represent 45% of the Federal Communications Commission limit.

As proposed, the installation of the pipe-mast and antennas is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects.
