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On May 27, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to the Cos Cob substation in Greenwich, Connecticut. Council member Dr. Barbara Bell visited the site with staff member David Martin on June 8, 2010 to review the proposal. Jim Borowitz and John Morissette represented CL&P at the field review. 

CL&P’s proposed modifications consist mainly of adding one 30 MVA 115- to 13.2-kV transformer and one 115-kV circuit switcher. An oil containment system would be installed for the transformer, and a riser for underground 13.2-kV cable would be installed. The Cos Cob substation consists of two separate areas, each enclosed by a chain link fence and separated by a gravel access road. The transformer, circuit switcher, and associated equipment would be installed in the easterly enclosure of the substation, in an area that is currently unoccupied and surrounded on three sides by existing equipment.
Most of the electrical load served by the Cos Cob substation is generated by the Metro North rail line that runs just to the north of the substation. There is also office and residential development in the surrounding area that adds to the demand for electricity. The proposed new transformer would increase the substation’s capacity to serve load growth in the area and would alleviate the load on an existing transformer that is approaching its load limit.  
The proposed modifications would be installed completely within the existing fence line. They should have little visual impact since they would be similar in scale and nature to existing equipment.

The Cos Cob substation is located on a promontory on Cos Cob Harbor and is cut off from the rest of Greenwich by the rail line to the north and I-95 to the west. The Cos Cob rail station is located just to the north as is the Connecticut Jet Power’s Cos Cob facility. There is a large office building to the west and some apartments/condominiums to the southwest. The office building and the apartments are not visible from the substation. The proposed modifications should not create any significant adverse environmental impacts.
