Petition No. 944
Sprint Nextel Corporation
1000 Middle Street, Middletown, Connecticut

Staff Report

May 27, 2010
On April 21, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Sprint Nextel Corporation (Sprint) for a declaratory ruling that placement of a 100-foot temporary mobile radio communications facility (otherwise known as a cell on wheels or “COW”) on Aetna Life Insurance Company’s (“Aetna”) property at 1000 Middle Street in Middletown, Connecticut (the “Site”) will not have a “substantial adverse environmental effect in the state” and therefore, does not require a certificate of environmental compatibility and public need pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16-50k(a) (the “Petition”).  On May 5, 2010, Council Member Philip T. Ashton and Council Executive Director S. Derek Phelps met Sprint representative Thomas J. Regan, Esq., and City of Middletown officials at the site to review the project.  Other persons present were Joseph A. Papa, Jr., Site acquisition for Sprint Nextel; AJ DeSantis, Regional Director, with Infinigy Engineering & Surveying; and William Blomberg, Chief Engineer 1, of Grubb & Ellis.  Representing the city of Middletown were William Warner, Director of Planning, Conservation, and Development; and Erin Wilson, Planning Intern.
Sprint seeks to locate the COW within a 17-foot by 35-foot lease area adjacent to the north access gate, off Division Street, within an existing gravel median area.  The temporary COW will have a 100-foot telescoping antenna mast with guy wires.  The guy wires will be within a guy wire easement.  Sprint would locate a utility pedestal near existing utility pole #4620 (located at the entrance to the office park) and will run electrical services from the pedestal, across an approximate 240-foot long by 10-foot wide easement, to the COW.  The easement runs parallel to the main access road.  The COW will have a 100-foot mast with three panel antennas and one microwave dish on a platform mount.  The COW will remain in place until Sprint can locate a permanent site in the area.
Sprint currently has antennas located on Aetna’s main building at 1000 Middle Street in Middletown.  This summer Aetna intends to demolish the building and therefore Sprint proposes this COW in order to maintain servicing its customers in the area.  The temporary COW will be located at the northern end of the parcel, approximately 250 feet inside the gate, on the western side of the access road.  The parcel is owned by Aetna Life Insurance Company.  Sprint has a Letter of Authorization from Aetna for the placement of the temporary COW at the Site.
The field review served to confirm that there is substantial mature visual screening on the northern side of the proposed site that substantially obscures the view of the COW from nearby residences.  The remaining visual impact will be in the direction of the existing Aetna office park, which will be limited and (as noted above) involves office buildings that are to be demolished in the coming months.  Sprint represents that this COW facility will likely be in place by mid-summer and will be removed by the end of the year.

At the request of the Council, on May 13, 2010, the petitioner sent written notice of this petition to ten nearby homeowners, asking that comments be sent to the Council by Friday, May 21, 2010.  On May 17, Executive Director Derek Phelps received a call from a resident inquiring as to whether any tress would be removed as a result of this proposed project and he was informed that none would be.  No other residents contacted the office.
The City of Middletown indicated that it had no objections or concerns about this proposal.
