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Staff Report

May 6, 2010
On April 7, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Clear Wireless LLC (Clearwire) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the modification of an existing wireless telecommunications facility at 148 Roberts Street in East Hartford, Connecticut. This facility was originally approved by the Council under Docket 228 on November 7, 2002. Council member Dan Lynch visited the site with staff member David Martin on April 28, 2010 to review the proposal. Tom Flynn represented Clearwire at the field review.
Clearwire seeks to extend the height of an existing 120-foot monopole tower by ten feet to an overall height of 130 feet. Clearwire would install three panel antennas, three remote radio heads, and three microwave dishes at a centerline height of 128 feet on the proposed extension. Clearwire’s ground equipment would consist of cabinets on a seven-foot by seven-foot concrete pad to be installed within the existing fenced in compound. Clearwire’s installation is part of its overall build out plan for providing service to this general area of East Hartford.
The existing tower currently hosts Verizon antennas at a centerline height of 117 feet, Sprint antennas at a centerline height of 107 feet, and Nextel antennas at a centerline height of 90 feet. Sprint also has a microwave antenna at a centerline height of 70 feet. 

The existing tower is located at the rear of a property that was formerly used as an Elks Club. The Elks Club building is still on the property, which is currently being marketed. The property fronts on Roberts Street, which runs closely parallel to I-84. Although there are a few residences scattered nearby, the surrounding area is primarily commercial and industrial in character. There are residential neighborhoods to the north of the tower, but they are separated by a large area of mature, deciduous trees. These trees block any views of the tower from the north. Most of the area from which the tower is visible is localized along Roberts Street.
Staff calculates that the addition of Clearwire’s antennas to this tower would bring its power density to 27.83% of the FCC’s maximum permissible exposure.
A structural analysis of the tower concluded that it was structurally capable of supporting the proposed extension.
Staff recommends approval of this petition.
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