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On March 18, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the proposed Devon Tie Control House Expansion Project in Milford.  On March 30, 2010, Council member Philip T. Ashton and Christina Walsh of the Council staff met with UI representatives Bohdan Katreczko and Adla Reddy.   
UI proposes to expand the control house at the UI-owned Devon Tie Switch Yard located at 732 Naugatuck Avenue in Milford.  UI would construct a 33-foot by 24-foot prefabricated steel building immediately to the north of the existing control house.  The proposed expansion would allow upgrades to the alternating current (AC) and direct current (DC) supply systems that are necessary to comply with the Northeast Power Coordinating Council (NPCC) requirements for Bulk Power Systems.    
Deficiencies, as defined by NPCC requirements, at the Devon Tie Switch Yard include: the lack of redundant AC station service sources; the lack of segregation between primary and secondary control and power cables inside the tray system; and an insufficient battery bank for DC load.

Currently the Devon Tie has only one AC station service source.  The control building has two DC battery banks, including one rated at 150 amp hours and the other rated at 100 amp hours.  The NPCC requires a 120 amp hour minimum for the total DC load and there is inadequate space for the second battery bank to be expanded.
The proposed building would house new relay panels 1H, 2H, and 3H; and new battery bank #2 rated at 200 amp hours with associated battery charger, safety switches and DC panels.  Upon completing the proposed work, UI would remove and dispose of the existing relay panels 1H, 2H, 3H and battery bank #2 in the existing building.  The proposed installation would also include an auto transfer switch and two AC panels.  
The relocation of equipment within the existing control house would be necessary to meet National Electrical Safety Code clearance standards.

UI would install two power potential transformers (PPT) in the switchyard to provide two sources of AC power, as required by the NPCC.  Installation of each PPT requires a cement foundation, steel support structure and two underground four inch PVC conduits.

The existing fence line would be extended 33 feet to the north.

The Devon Tie Switch Yard is surrounded by a Metro North rail line to the south, another rail line to the west, and the NRG power plant to the north and east.  Land use in the area is predominantly industrial.

Construction of the proposed project would take approximately twelve weeks to complete.

The proposed project would result in lower maintenance costs in the future, shorter construction time, meeting required work area clearances, and additional space for equipment.  

All work would be done on existing UI-owned property; would not take place within or impact any wetland areas or natural diversity areas; would not require the removal of vegetation; would have limited views due to existing screening; and would not increase operating noise levels.  Silt fencing would be installed prior to construction to control soil erosion.  

UI states that the proposed project would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and, therefore, would not require a Certificate.  
