Petition No. 929
MetroPCS 
Shelton, Connecticut

Staff Report

February 11, 2010
On January 6, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from MetroPCS New York, LLC (MetroPCS) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to an existing telecommunications facility that includes a 140-foot monopole tower at 30 Oliver Terrace in Shelton, Connecticut. Council member Wayne Estey visited the site with staff member David Martin on January 20, 2010 to review the proposal. Scott Muska of Brown Rudnick LLP represented MetroPCS at the field review. 

MetroPCS seeks to install six panel antennas on T-arm supports at the 110-foot level of the existing 140-foot tower. Currently, the tower hosts antennas of Verizon (at a centerline height of 140 feet), T-Mobile (at a centerline height of 120 feet), and AT&T/Cingular (at a centerline height of 95 feet), and Sprint (at a centerline height of 75 feet). There is also a nine-foot whip antenna used by Brennan Construction Company at the top of the tower. 
The reason for MetroPCS’ petition is that it would have to enlarge the base compound by 200 square feet to accommodate its ground equipment. MetroPCS would expand the compound’s fence line at its northeast corner to encompass a 10-foot by 20-foot area within which it would install a concrete pad and its equipment cabinets. The expansion area would be enclosed by an eight-foot chain link fence that would match the existing fence. This expansion is similar to the one approved by the Council for T-Mobile under Petition 883.
The existing facility is located in a construction yard in an industrial area. Its compound is screened from the view of any passers-by by a wall of concrete blocks and various trucks and construction equipment parked around the compound. The proposed expansion of the compound would have no discernible impact on any neighbors or passers-by.

The structural analysis of the tower for MetroPCS’ antenna installation indicates that it will have to add four seven-foot long metal anchor rods to the existing foundation in order to ensure the tower has enough structural capacity to accommodate the new antennas. 
This tower’s cumulative power density with the addition of MetroPCS’s antennas would be 75.7 percent of the FCC’s maximum permissible emission at the base of the tower.
Aerial View of Facility
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