Petition No. 918
United Illuminating
Easton, North Branford, Trumbull, Connecticut

Staff Report
November 19, 2009
On October 6, 2009, United Illuminating (UI) filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to conduct additional work at three locations for the company’s proposed Advanced Metering Infrastructure Project. On October 24, 2009, Connecticut Siting Council staff member David Martin met Guy Cattaruzza and Bohdan Katreczko of UI to conduct the field review of this project at Bob White Lane in Trumbull, one of the three sites where work is being proposed. On November 6, 2009, David Martin revisited the three sites with Council member Wayne Estey. They started at Bob White Lane, where they met Guy Cattaruzza and Bohdan Katreczko, and continued to the other two sites.
UI’s Advanced Metering Infrastructure Project is being implemented to meet the requirements of An Act Concerning Electricity and Energy Efficiency (PA 07-242), passed by the Connecticut legislature in 2007. This Act required UI to develop a plan for an advanced metering system. UI developed its plan and submitted it to the DPUC for its approval. The DPUC granted its approval in March 2008. UI’s system is designed to meet all regulatory, legislative, and customer requirements for the transformation to a smart grid technology. 

UI proposes to install a radio system that would be part of its advanced metering infrastructure at three locations: Bob White Lane in Trumbull, 36 Center Road in Easton, and the corner of Route 80 and Twin Lakes Road in North Branford. The radio system to be installed would consist of four small antennas mounted on pole or tower and a radio control box mounted at the base of the pole. The antennas would be placed within a span of approximately 20 vertical feet near the tops of the respective poles. At two locations—Trumbull and North Branford—UI would install the antennas on wooden, utility-type poles that would extend to a height of approximately 79 feet above ground level. At the Easton site, UI would place the antennas on an existing, narrow lattice tower. The proposed sites are the last three sites UI would need for its advanced meter reading system for the foreseeable future. UI previously received approval from the Council for the other sites where the radio system has been deployed (Petition 876).
Bob White Lane is a short residential street with houses at both ends. A CL&P transmission line runs though the middle of the block, and T-Mobile has antennas at the top of the nearest transmission line monopole tower. UI could not use this tower for its antennas because T-Mobile’s coax cables run down the height of the tower. With a stand alone pole, UI will have better access to its antennas, and any repair work would be easier to accomplish. If UI were to place the proposed antennas on an existing or replacement pole, it would be more difficult to maintain current standards of service should the antennas need servicing. Bob White Lane is heavily wooded, and the installation of UI’s pole for its radio system would not visually impact the nearest homes in any significant way.
The Center Road site in Easton is in the middle of an apple orchard near the top of Round Hill. The existing, 60-foot tower would not be extended in height, and the addition of UI’s small antennas would not noticeably increase the visibility of the tower.
The North Branford site is in a heavily traveled section of Route 80 across from a large quarry operation below the southern edge of Lake Gaillard. The nearest land uses are commercial shopping strips. There are some residences to the south, but they would not be visually impacted by the addition of UI’s radio system pole. The power density of UI’s antenna installations would be approximately 0.02% of the FCC maximum permissible emission limit.

Bob White Lane in Trumbull
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Existing tower in Easton
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Route 80 and Twin Lakes Road in North Branford
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