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New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
150 Lost Ares Road, North Granby
October 1, 2009
Staff Report

On September 8, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) for declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed extension of an existing telecommunications facility located at 150 Lost Acres Road in North Granby.  Council member Colin C. Tait and staff member Robert Mercier visited the site on September 29, 2009 to review the proposal.  AT&T representatives Lucia Chiocchio and Marie Burbank attended the field review. 
AT&T seeks to place a 10-foot extension on an existing 160-foot self supporting lattice tower owned by SBA Network Services, Inc. (SBA).  The present tower was built in 1998, replacing an earlier structure of the same height.  Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless is located at the 157-foot level of the tower.  AT&T seeks to provide coverage to Route 189 east of the site and to surrounding local roads.     
SBA would install the 10-foot extension on the tower and relocate an access gate to the compound.  AT&T would mount six panel antennas on t-frames at a centerline height of 170 feet above ground level (agl).  The existing tower is structurally capable of supporting the extension and antenna mounting configuration as long as coax is installed in accordance with the design engineer’s recommendation.  The top of the tower with the proposed extension and antennas would be 173 feet agl.  AT&T would install an equipment shelter and a generator within the compound.  No expansion of the compound would be necessary.  A row of 10-foot evergreens would be planted on the west side of the compound fence to provide visual and noise mitigation for the landowner.  
The site is on a 1.2-acre residentially developed lot in the northern part of Granby.  Although residences are located along Lost Acres Road, the tower is well screened due to surrounding forestland and trees along the roadway.  A six-lot subdivision 0.3 miles east of the site currently has views of the top half of the tower.  A ten-foot extension of the tower would have a marginal impact on this area.  

The worst-case radio frequency power density level at the base of the tower would be 11.6% of the applicable ANSI standard.  No impacts to wildlife, wetlands, watercourses, or vegetation are expected.  
