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On August 11, 2009, Northeast Utilities Service Company as an agent for its corporate affiliate, The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for modifications within the existing Plumtree Switching Station.  On August 21, 2009, Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Christina Walsh of the Council staff met CL&P representatives Helen Taylor, Lois Chiovoloni and Rodrigo Perez-Zambrano to review the proposed project.  Steven Palmer, Planning & Zoning Official of the Town of Bethel, was also present at the field inspection.
All proposed modifications would take place at the northern end of the Plumtree Switching Station located on Walnut Hill Road in Bethel, Connecticut.  The switching station is a terminal for 345-kV and 115-kV transmission lines.  

CL&P proposes to install a spare 345-kV 150 MVAR shunt reactor at the Plumtree Switching Station to be available in the case of a shunt reactor failure in the switching station or at Norwalk Junction Substation.  Associated installations would include a concrete foundation pad, oil containment and auxiliary power for the reactor, conduits from the shunt reactor to the control house, and two lightning masts that would be similar in height to existing lightning masts at the site.  CL&P would also increase the height of the northern side of the fence from the current eight feet to 25 feet in height including one-foot of barbed wire.

Construction of the proposed foundation would begin in October 2009 and would be complete by December 2009.  Due to the long lead time to acquire such equipment, the shunt reactor would be delivered in the summer of 2011 and final construction would be completed by September 2011.  

