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Verizon seeks to remove and replace its existing “East Bridgeport” site located at 939 Barnum Avenue, Bridgeport at the former Remington Arms industrial site. Over the past several months Verizon’s site has been damaged (vandalized) so significantly that service is continuously disrupted.  Verizon is in the process of securing permits to use the Bridgeport Hospital as a roof-top installation which is approximately 1600 feet northwest of the existing site at 267 Grant Street..  Verizon has entered into a lease with the hospital.  Verizon expects that permitting and construction would be completed by the end of the year.

In the interim, Verizon proposes to utilize a cell-on-wheels (COW).  The Cow is mounted to a trailer measuring 8’ 6” by 34’.  Antennas would be supported on a mast 100 feet above ground level.  This COW would be installed approximately 1000 feet northeast of the existing site on property located at 1100 Boston Avenue in the rear parking area. This property is enclosed by a fence with a controlled-access point to the parking area. The COW is a self-contained unit with locks securing cabinets and mast. Land uses are a mix of residential and industrial. Immediately south and east are a cemetery and vegetative riparian corridor, respectively, with homes beyond that. North and west are industrial buildings with homes further west. Between the height of the buildings and nearby vegetation compared to the thin silhouette of the COW’s mast visibility would be minimal.  The COW would be removed upon deployment of the new site at the hospital.
The City of Bridgeport has been informed of Verizon’s proposal and the Council has not received comment from the City.  Verizon sent letters to abutting property owners informing them of the proposal and the Council’s special meeting on May 12, 2009. An abutting property owner called the Council office and inquired about the proposal.  Mr. Baldwin spoke with the property owner conveying Verizon’s willingness to move the COW 40 feet further north which would do two things: 1) address concerns about the trailer and mast to be out of the direct line of sight from that east-west driveway that runs along the north side of the property owner’s building; and 2) put the COW behind that existing planting island in the parking lot further screening base equipment. 
