Petition No. 897
The Connecticut Light and Power Company
Wallingford
June 4, 2009

Staff Report

On April 17, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed removal of a three mile de-energized, single-circuit, 115-kV transmission line segment (Circuit #1975) between Carpenter Lane Junction and Colony Substation in Wallingford. CL&P seeks to remove the Circuit #1975 line segment east of Colony Substation because it has not been in service since 1994 and CL&P has no need at this time to retain and maintain this de-energized line. Circuit #1975 west of Colony Substation would remain.
Specifically, CL&P would remove 26 transmission line structures, including the conductors, overhead shield wires, poles, and guy wires. The wood poles, pole butts, and wood cross-arms would be removed entirely and disposed of in accordance with best management practices for disposal of treated wood poles.    All line conductors, shield wires, insulators and hardware would be removed and disposed of or recycled in accordance with best management practices.  

CL&P would use existing access roads which would require some maintenance and upgrading especially at structure locations. CL&P would avoid work within wetlands to the extent possible by utilizing multiple existing right of way access points to gap wetlands.  Of 11 inland wetlands and watercourses CL&P would cross two wetlands to complete its work.  CL&P would minimize wetland disturbance by using construction mats to support the necessary equipment. Clearing of large shrubs within the wetlands may be required to lay the construction mats level. The mats would be removed and any disturbed area would be restored.  CL&P would apply suitable soil and erosion controls.
Based on a review of the Department of Environmental Protection’s Natural Diversity Data Base, one species of special concern (Noctuid moth - Schinia spinosae) occur in vicinity of the proposed project. Specifically the area is a 700 foot linear distance of the right-of-way east of the Colony Substation. The land use in this area is commercial and the transmission line crosses Route 5. DEP prefers that work in vicinity of this species occur during dormant or non-breeding period (November 1 to April 1); however, DEP would allow work with a condition that a lepidopterist conduct surveys of the suspected Noctuid moth habitat and submit a survey report to DEP for further evaluation.  CL&P will fulfill DEP’s recommendation. In addition CL&P would  erect hazard fencing around potential habitat areas, if found, of the Noctuid moth and instruct construction personnel to avoid flagged locations.  DEP further approves of this mitigation method. 

This Petition was field reviewed on May 20, 2009 by Council member Philip T. Ashton and Fred Cunliffe of the Council staff.  CL&P was represented by Tom Moen, Construction Manager; Steven Osuch, Associate Engineer-Transmission; and Susan Provost, Associate Scientist.

CL&P proposes to commence this project in July 2009 with completion of work expected by the end of 2010. The 18 month period would allow CL&P to prioritize project schedules.
Council staff recommends approval with a condition that Noctuid moth habitat, if found, be protected. 






