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On March 27, 2009, Northeast Utilities Service Company, acting as agent for Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P), filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to six existing CL&P substations. 
At five of the six substations, CL&P seeks to replace existing fences with new, higher fences that would comply with NU’s design standards and national electrical safety codes. The existing fences are five or six feet high with three strands of barbed wire on top. They would be replaced with seven-foot chain link fences with barbed wire on top that would bring the overall height of the replacement fences to eight feet. At the Preston substation—the sixth station—CL&P would add a new fence within the existing substation fence line. This new fence would limit the likelihood of unauthorized access to substation equipment. 
Council member Brian Golembiewski and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of this project at the Mansfield substation on May 6, 2009.  John Morissette, Steve Osuch, Christophe Kasamba, and Arianna Nyvana represented CL&P at the field review. 

All work on the new fences would take place within the existing substations’ footprints and would not require any expansion of the substations. Fences would be replaced within one working day so that no substation would have open access.  CL&P expects to begin replacing the substation fences in May of this year and completing the work by December.
In Mansfield, there are some wetlands just to the west of the substation. The fence work, however, should not affect these wetlands. Erosion potential should also be minimized because the work will be occurring within areas that are well-graveled.
