Petition No. 888
The Connecticut Light and Power Company
Southington
March 12, 2009

Staff Report

On February 5, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed removal of a 1.3 mile de-energized, single-circuit, 115-kV transmission line segment (Circuit #1680) between a former United Technologies Pratt and Whitney Substation and Larson Junction in Southington.  CL&P seeks to remove the line segment because the load previously provided by the 115-kV circuit is now provided by local distribution; therefore, Circuit #1860 is no longer needed. 
Specifically, CL&P would remove eight wood H-frame and 13 single wood-pole transmission structures, including the conductors, overhead shield wires, poles, and guy wires. The wood poles, pole butts, and wood cross-arms would be removed entirely and disposed of in accordance with best management practices for disposal of treated wood poles.    All line conductors, shield wires, insulators and hardware would be removed and disposed of or recycled in accordance with best management practices.  

CL&P would use existing access roads along the right-of-way and does not propose to rehabilitate or upgrade the access roads since CL&P would not utilize the roads after completion of line removal. Mowing and clearing would be necessary to ensure the stability of construction mats and safe operation of the equipment.  

CL&P would avoid work within wetlands to the extent possible by utilizing multiple existing right of way access points to gap wetlands.  Of seven inland wetlands and watercourses CL&P would cross two wetlands to complete its work.  CL&P would minimize wetland disturbance by using construction mats to support the necessary equipment.  The mats would be removed and any disturbed area would be restored.  CL&P would apply suitable soil and erosion controls.

Circuit #1680 crosses I-84 and line removal across a state highway requires a permit from the Connecticut State Department of Transportation.  CL&P has committed to obtaining the permit prior to commencement of work.

Based on a review of the Department of Environmental Protection’s Natural Diversity Data Base, two species of special concern (eastern hognose snake and eastern box turtle) occur in vicinity of the proposed project.  DEP prefers that work in vicinity of these species occur during  the hibernation period (November 1 to April 1); however, DEP would allow work outside the hibernation period of these species with the implementation of the following mitigation methods: training of construction personnel in the proper identification of the eastern box turtle and hognose snake, proper use of construction mats in sensitive areas, daily sweeps for the two species prior to work, and the proper handling to relocate either species if found.  CL&P has committed to train construction personnel about the associated mitigation methods, and a CL&P environmental scientist would inspect the work sites.   
This Petition was field reviewed on March 9, 2009 by Council member Edward Wilensky and Fred Cunliffe of the Council staff.  CL&P was represented by Anuj Mathur, Project Manager; Tom Moen, Construction Manager; Helen Taylor, Associate for Siting and Permitting; and Susan Provost, Associate Scientist.

CL&P proposes to commence this project in the spring of 2009 with completion of work expected no later than the fall of 2009.  CL&P stated it has committed to a property owner to complete the work by the fall of 2009. 






