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150 North Main Street, Branford

Staff Report

March 12, 2009

On February 3, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council received a Petition (Petition) from Youghiogheny Communications-Northeast, LLC (Pocket) for a Declaratory Ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is Required for the proposed modifications to an existing Town of Branford-approved 147-foot Crown Castle-owned monopole located at 150 North Main Street, Branford.  Specifically, Pocket seeks to extend the tower by ten feet from 147 feet to 157 feet and flush-mount three panel antennas at the 157-foot level of the tower.  The total height with appurtenances would be approximately 160 feet.  Pocket also seeks to install a Nortel CDMA Micro BTS cabinet on an H-frame inside the existing fenced compound.  

A Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut has certified that the tower will require reinforcements to support the proposed loading.  Given that Pagenet, a paging service, is no longer on the tower, the maximum worst case power density at the base of the tower would be approximately 27.5 percent of the applicable limit.  

While AT&T has been decommissioned at the 120-foot level of the tower, this location would not work for Pocket because 157 feet is the minimum height for Pocket’s coverage objectives.  There is also a 110-foot tower approximately 0.13 miles to the northeast.  While the ground elevation is about three feet higher, over 40 feet of extension would be necessary to reach an equivalent height, which is not practical.    

The tower is located at an automobile dealership, Premier Subaru.  Surrounding land use is commercial to the south, east, and west of the site.  To the north of the tower site is a residential trailer park.  

By letter dated March 3, 2009, the President and General Manager of the Subaru dealer expressed concerns relative to health effects due to radio frequency emissions, visibility, and addition of more carriers on the tower since its original approval.    
The trailer park is approximately 10 feet higher in ground elevation than the tower site.  It is also about 145 feet to the northwest of the tower.  This results in a maximum worst case power density of about 12.3 percent of the applicable limit at the trailer park.  Assuming the trailer park elevation is 10 feet higher than the tower base, the potential maximum worst case power density would be approximately 32.7 percent of the limit at the trailer park.  In any case, the power density would be well within applicable standards.          

According to the visibility analysis, the tower is currently visible from North Main Street and North Ivy Street and would remain so with the tower extension.  There is some limited vegetation between the trailer park and the tower, but views of the tower and the extension from the trailer park through the trees are expected.    
This Petition was field reviewed on March 4, 2009 by Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Michael Perrone of the Council staff.  Attorney Carrie Larson from Pullman and Comley, LLC and Thomas Flynn III, Maxton Technology, Inc., both representing Pocket, also attended the field review.  Attorney David Gibson from Gibson & Donegan, P.C., representing the underlying property owner of the lease parcel, also attended the field review.       

Pocket provided notice the Town of Branford and the property owner by sending copies of the Petition at or about the time of filing.  Notice to all abutting property owners was sent on February 20, 2009.  Other than the letter from the Subaru dealership, there were no replies.    
