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April 7, 2009
On January 30, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from American Tower Corporation (ATC) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the replacement of an existing 150-foot ATC facility at 15 Miner Lane in Waterford, Connecticut with a 180-foot facility at the same site.  On March 6, 2009, Council Member Jerry Murphy and Council staff member Robert Mercier met ATC representative Christopher Fisher and town officials at the site to review the project.  
ATC proposes to replace an existing 150-foot monopole originally constructed in 1987 to support antennas of Southern New England Telephone Cellular with a 180-foot monopole constructed adjacent to the existing tower.  The site is located on a town-owned, 28-acre parcel previously used as a landfill. 

The existing tower has limited structural capacity as evident by visible tower modifications that were made at an unknown date to support additional tower loading.  Antenna cables already extend up the exterior of the tower.  The tower currently supports AT&T at the 150-foot level, T-Mobile at the 130-foot level and a whip antenna owned by USA Mobility that is attached to the AT&T platform. 

The replacement monopole would be constructed approximately 15 feet south of the existing tower.  The tower would accommodate two 15-foot municipal whip antennas mounted on a platform at the 180-foot level, AT&T antennas at the 153-foot level, USA Mobility’s whip antenna attached to AT&T’s antenna platform, and T-Mobile antennas on a platform at 130 feet.  

The existing compound would be expanded from 46 feet by 46 feet to 80 feet by 100 feet.  The expansion would accommodate the Town’s equipment shelter, AT&T’s existing shelter, T-Mobile’s equipment pad, an underground 1,000 gallon LP fuel tank, and future carriers.  The propane tank would be able to provide 7 days of uninterrupted emergency service to the Town’s equipment.  
The site is one component of an emergency communication network in Waterford designed to provide in-building service to 95% of Waterford.  The site would interact with four other sites in Waterford using an 800MHz trunk radio system.  The Town’s radio frequency engineers determined a height of 180 feet was needed at this site to achieve emergency communication objectives.   
The existing tower is visible from a few residences located immediately to the southeast of the site, and portions of Miner Lane and Route 1 north of the site.  The town owns a majority of the land on Miner lane, with the remained used as farmland.  Route 1 north of the site is commercial in nature.  Extension of the tower would not affect views considerably from the north end of Miner Lane and the Route 1 area since the extension will appear incremental and a majority of the land is either active farmland or commercially developed.  The small residential area adjacent to the tower would be similarly affected since areas of the tower are at close range and the extension would appear as an incremental increase rather than a new visual impact on the landscape.  
