Petition No. 882
The United Illuminating Company
New Haven
February 19, 2009

Staff Report

On January 9 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from The United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed installation of two low noise transformers and associated equipment at UI’s Broadway Substation on Goffe Street, New Haven.  Specifically, seeks to install two 115/13.8 kV 30/40/50 MVA power transformers with two concrete foundations, a transmission circuit breaker, two substation transformer disconnect switches, and two 5.4 MVAR capacitor banks.  This equipment would be located inside the existing substation that is surrounded by a 25-foot architectural wall.  Inside the substation’s existing control building, UI would also install two distribution switchgear lineups.  

All work would be inside the substation except for some distribution work on Goffe Street.  A new splicing chamber 20 feet west of existing splicing chamber #355 on Goffe Street would be installed along with 20 feet of distribution duct line between the new splicing chamber and the existing splicing chamber.        

The New Haven area is projected to experience a load growth of more than 74 MVA from 2008 though 2011.  In addition, Broadway Substation is expected to exceed its firm thermal rating by six percent in 2010.  This is including expected distribution load transfers of 10.8 MVA from Broadway Substation to adjacent substations in 2009.  This project would increase the distribution system capacity to address this need.  

Adjacent land uses are primarily commercial, some of which contain residential apartments.  Views from ground level are not expected to change due to the substation wall.  None of the equipment would be taller than the existing 26-foot bus.  Views from multi-story structures looking down on the substation may change slightly due to the additional equipment inside.

There are no wetlands in the vicinity of the site.  Noise level increases at the nearest residential locations during worst-case potential day and night operations are expected to range from 0 to 3.7 dBA, which is considered just barely perceptible.  However, noise levels would comply with applicable state and local standards.    

Notice to abutting property owners was sent on January 6, 2009.  No replies have been received.  

The delivery of the transformers to the substation is not expected to significantly disrupt local traffic (i.e. close roads), though some temporary minor traffic flow restrictions may be possible on Goffe Street.  UI would coordinate with the City of New Haven if such restrictions are required.
The Petition was field reviewed by Council member Brian Golembiewski and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on February 2, 2009.  Attorneys Bruce McDermott and Robert Klee from Wiggin and Dana LLP (representing UI) and the following representatives from UI also attended the field review: Charles Eves, Archie McCullough, Samantha Crowley, Tony Buccheri, and Ken Cholewinski.  If approved, this project would begin construction during approximately the third quarter of 2009 with estimated completion during the second quarter of 2010.   
