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On November 10, 2008, United Illuminating (UI) filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the company’s proposed Advanced Metering Infrastructure Project. Connecticut Siting Council member Gerry Heffernan and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of this project at the Old Town Substation in Bridgeport on November 25, 2008.  Guy Cattaruzza and Bohdan Katreczko represented UI at the field review. 
The proposed modifications are part of a UI project to upgrade its existing Network Meter Reading system to a more advanced metering system. UI’s existing meter reading system is capable of one way communication with antenna-equipped meters at its customers’ homes and businesses. The new system would allow for two way communication.  With the new system, UI would be able to, among other things, program new rates into meters, to stop electric usage at a given location and time as a demand response measure, and to adjust thermostats remotely in order to better manage loads during periods of high demand for electricity. The meters would also be able to provide more detailed information about the patterns of a customer’s electricity use. The system upgrade is required of UI by PA 07-242, An Act Concerning Electricity and Energy Efficiency. The plan for the advanced metering system has been submitted to and approved by the Department of Public Utility Control.
In order to implement this improved system, UI proposes to install 79-foot poles inside 15 substations within its service area. Four small antennas would be mounted on each of these poles. A radio control box would be mounted near the base of each pole. The control box would be connected to each substation’s control houses via an underground cable where the information gathered through the antennas would be transmitted to UI via its existing fiber optic cable network. Currently, UI must rely on AT&T land lines to transmit its data. The new system would reduce UI’s costs and eliminate problems caused when AT&T’s phone system experiences problems. 
Of the fifteen substations where these poles would be installed, the Council chose to review the Old Town substation because it is the only one located near a residential area. The antenna pole would be installed in the southwestern corner of the substation. There are several multifamily residences, the closest of which is approximately 130 feet away, to the southwest of this location. These homes, however, are oriented away from the substation and face a 150-foot cellphone tower located approximately 280 feet south of UI’s proposed pole. In addition, the existing 93-foot high transmission towers in the substation and its vicinity are higher than the proposed antenna pole. The addition of a new 79-foot wooden pole to the substation would represent a minor visual change to the appearance of the substation.
The power density of the antenna system has been calculated to be 0.00011755 mW/cm2, which is 0.02% of the FCC limit.

UI’s existing system was previously approved by the Council under Petition 437 in 1999. UI has submitted two other petitions for similar projects that have been approved the Council. 
