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On October 10, 2008, Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC (AGT) filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the interconnection of Algonquin’s existing W-System with the Kleen Energy generating facility off River Road in Middletown, Connecticut.  Connecticut Siting Council member Brian Golembiewski and Council staff member Robert Mercier conducted a field review of the proposed installation on November 18, 2008.  Algonquin representatives Edward Harney, Nikki La Bella, and Marianne Dubuque attended the field review.  
Algonquin seeks a declaratory ruling that the project is within the exclusive jurisdiction of the 

the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.   

The proposed project consists of the installation of a 1.13-mile long, 20-inch diameter pipeline and a related meter station to provide natural gas to the Kleen Energy facility presently under construction.  The lateral pipeline would begin at an interconnect with AGT's existing W-System pipeline at the NRG Power Plant facility on River Road in Middletown and terminate at the proposed meter station on Kleen Energy’s property. 
The proposed pipeline is primarily located within River Road, an existing paved roadway.  A short section of the lateral would extend across NRG’s property, and across an abandoned railway in a 50-foot wide right-of-way.  The exact route across NRG’s property is still in the design phase.  The proposed meter station would be located adjacent to River Road, in an area that once contained silos related to a previous mining operation.  The meter station would occupy a two-tiered compound enclosed by a 6-foot high chain link fence.  The upper tier would accommodate a 40-foot by 155-foot meter station.  The lower tier would accommodate an 18-foot by 70-foot receiver pad.  A 250-foot long access road would be constructed from River Road.     
Construction and operation of the proposed project would affect about 18.6 acres, including the pipeline (4.3 acres), meter station (0.9 acre), temporary workspaces (11.6 acres), and access roads (1.8 acres).  The construction period would last about four months with a projected construction start period of fall 2009.  
A man-made drainage swale adjacent to the existing railroad bed would be temporarily impacted by construction (871 square feet).  Restoration would involve returning the swale to pre-construction contours and seeding in non-inundated areas with an annual ryegrass which would temporarily stabilize the soil until native vegetation reestablishes naturally.  AGT will comply with any conditions imposed by the Middletown Wetlands Agency (application pending).

The work would be conducted within the range of the eastern box turtle, and although most of the project is within an existing roadway, the CT DEP recommends that AGT educate the construction crew regarding the presence of the turtles and retain an environmental inspector to conduct daily sweeps of the work area during the turtle’s active season (April – October).  
