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On October 10, 2008, Northeast Utilities Service Company (NU) filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the modification of an electric transmission line structure located off of Crow’s Nest Lane in Danbury, Connecticut. Connecticut Siting Council member Ed Wilensky and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of the proposed modifications on November 4, 2008.  Helen Taylor, John D’Ambra, and Laurie Bartnicki represented CL&P at the field review. 
NU proposes to install a nine-foot whip antenna at the top of an 87-foot tall steel monopole transmission line tower supporting circuit number 1363 (115-kV) between the Triangle and Plumtree substations. As part of this project, CL&P would install two equipment cabinets onto the monopole. A structural analysis of the pole concluded that it could support the addition of the antenna and cabinets. Utility service for the cabinets would run underground to the transmission pole approximately 150 feet from an existing utility pole on Crow’s Nest Lane. CL&P originally wanted to install its cabinets in an equipment shelter enclosed by a fence. It amended these plans, however, in deference to the concerns of the condominium association on whose property the pole is located. The amended plans would reduce site disturbance and would eliminate the visual intrusion of a fenced compound.
The proposed antenna is one of a number of such antennas to be deployed in a statewide radio communication network that currently consists of 27 sites. The purpose of the network is to remotely control distribution line reclosers, allowing CL&P to minimize areas affected by fault conditions or to resolve fault conditions. Line reclosers in the Danbury area, which are already equipped with antennas capable of receiving remote signals, cannot be controlled remotely because of poor signal strength in the area. The addition of an antenna at this location would provide the required signal strength to communicate with the line reclosers in the surrounding area. The antenna is expected to have an effective radius of five miles.
Construction on this project would begin as soon as possible after the Council’s ruling on this petition. The project should take less than 30 days to complete.
The tower to which the antenna would be added is well-situated for this purpose as it is located near the top of a hill. The tower is surrounded by a condominium development, although there are no units close to the tower. The addition of the proposed whip antenna should represent a minimal visual change to the tower.

Views of Tower on Which Antenna to be Placed
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