Petition No. 862
AT&T

500 Queen Street, Southington

Staff Report

August 28, 2008

On July 10, 2008, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for a proposed temporary telecommunications tower at 500 Queen Street, Southington.  Specifically, AT&T seeks to remove an existing 69-foot guyed lattice tower (approximately 76 feet with appurtenances) located at a former automobile dealership property.  The property is being developed and the building will be removed to allow for the construction of a new pharmacy.  The existing tower is located directly behind the building and the tower will be removed along with the building.
In order to maintain continuity of service, AT&T proposes to install a temporary tower in the rear, western corner of the property.  The temporary tower would be 85 feet tall with three flush-mounted antennas.  The total height with appurtenances would be 85 feet.  The temporary tower is taller than the existing tower because 85 feet was the only height readily available.  The temporary tower would be attached to a 24-foot by 24-foot steel frame.  The frame would include four 6-foot by 6-foot by 8 inches thick concrete ballasts, stacked four high in each corner.  The concrete ballasts would weigh down the frame and act as a temporary foundation for the tower.   
The site and surrounding areas are commercial in nature.  To the north and west is Interstate 84.  To the east is Queen Street, with a wooded, undeveloped parcel across the street.  To the south is another automobile dealership.   
No residences are in the vicinity of the tower.  The temporary tower would be set back farther from the street than the existing tower, thus reducing the visual impact on Queen Street.  The tower is well screened to the west by mature trees.  Only the top of the tower is expected to be visible from Interstate 84.  Furthermore, the total height with appurtenances of the temporary tower (while greater) is comparable to that of the existing tower.  

Utilities would be run overhead on four temporary poles, approximately 16 to 18 feet tall.  The poles would be located adjacent to the southern property line.  Utilities would connect to an existing CL&P pole on Queen Street.  

This Petition was field reviewed by Council member Ed Wilensky and Mike Perrone of the Council staff on August 6, 2008.  Attorney Lucia Chiocchio of Cuddy and Feder LLP and Michele Briggs of New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC also attended the field review.  At the field review, AT&T advised Council staff that six months is a sufficient amount of time for the temporary tower to be in use.  The location of a permanent tower is being worked out with the property owner and has not yet been determined.  AT&T will submit a separate filing with the Council for the permanent facility when the location is determined.  

Staff suggests including the following conditions:

1. The temporary tower shall be constructed and operational within one year of approval and written notice of operation shall be provided to the Council.

2. The temporary tower may remain in place for up to six months after it is operational.

