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On June 12, 2008, Dominion Nuclear Connecticut, Inc. (DNC) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that neither a new Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) nor a modification of the existing Certificate is required, in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes Section 16-50k(a), for the installation of five enclosures to house new variable frequency drive (VFD) systems to be connected to the circulating water system pump motors at Millstone Power Station (Millstone) in Waterford, Connecticut.  On July 22, 2008, Council member Brian Golembiewski and Council staff Christina Lepage met DNC representatives Forrest Kocon and Thomas Bransfield at the power plant to review the proposed project.  

DNC currently has a pending application before the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to renew its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.  The DEP has announced its intent to renew the permit but is requiring the installation of VFDs at Millstone Units 2 and 3.  The VFDs would allow the existing circulating water system pump motors to function at variable speeds.  DEP is requiring the VFDs to enable a reduction in the amount of cooling water needed to generate electricity during the spring spawning season for winter flounder, which would reduce potential entrainment impacts associated with the existing Unit 2 and 3 cooling water intake structures.  

The DEP permit will require that the VFDs be operational no later than December 31, 2010.  DNC would coordinate the installation of the equipment with the planned refueling outages at Units 2 and 3.  The proposed VFDs would be placed next to the corresponding turbine buildings in Fall 2008 but will not be placed into operation until any necessary DEP permits, authorizations or approvals are obtained.    

Four VFDs, to be located within two self-contained enclosures along the west wall of the Unit 2 turbine building, are proposed to be installed as part of the Unit 2 cooling water system.  Six VFDs, to be located in three self-contained enclosures along the west wall of the Unit 3 turbine building, would be installed as part of the Unit 3 cooling water system. 

Equipment within each enclosure would include two VFDs, supporting equipment and enclosure power distribution, lighting and heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems.  The approximate dimensions of each enclosure would be 47 feet long by 14 feet wide by 14 feet tall and would be placed on a concrete pad installed at a depth of approximately 24 inches below grade.  The color and finish of the proposed enclosures would match the exterior of the associated turbine building.

An underground electrical vault would be installed adjacent to the Unit 3 enclosures and conduit duct lines would be installed from the vault, to the existing electrical vaults, to each Unit 3 VFD enclosure, then to the Unit 3 turbine building.  An underground conduit and cable would be installed from the Unit 2 VFD enclosures directly to the Unit 2 turbine building. 
On February 29, 2008, DNC representatives met with Thomas Wagner, the Town of Waterford Planning Durector.  In a letter dated March 3, 2008, Mr. Wagner found the installation of the proposed equipment to be “consistent with the management guidelines approved by the [Waterford] Planning & Zoning Commission on 5/20/85.”

The proposed installation would not result in a significant alteration in the physical or environmental characteristics of the property.  The equipment would be installed in areas with existing pavement adjacent to buildings.  
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