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On June 4, 2008, Northeast Utilities Service Company (NU), as an agent for the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P), submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the modifications to the North Bloomfield 2A Substation in Bloomfield.  On July 2, 2008, Council member Brian Golembiewski and Council staff Christina Lepage met CL&P representatives Ali Karimi, Beverly Peters and Helen Taylor to review the proposed project.  

The North Bloomfield 2A Substation is a terminal for 345-kV and 115-kV transmission lines.  CL&P proposes to add one set of 115-kV switched series line reactors in the Canton-North Bloomfield 1784 line.  The purpose of the proposed modifications is to control the flow of power on the 1784 line to prevent overloading during contingency situations.

The proposed modifications consist of the:

a. Relocation of a lamp post within the substation;

b. Installation of three 115-kV series reactors on the Canton-North Bloomfield 1784 line;
c. Installation of one 115-kV circuit switcher (to switch reators in and out of the line);

d. Installation of one 115-kV take-off structure;

e. Installation of one 115-kV line trap (on the proposed take-off structure);

f. Installation of one 115-kV disconnect switch (on the proposed take-off structure);

g. Installation of three 115-kV Capacitor Coupled Voltage Transformers (on the proposed take-off structure);

h. Installation of associated protective relay and control equipment in the existing relay and control enclosure; and

i. Movement of an approximately 120-foot section of the northwestern fence of the substation by approximately 55 feet northeast with CL&P owned land.  

The proposed fenceline expansion would put the new fence in an area covered with rock and used as a driveway.  The total expansion area would equal 0.15 acres.

The proposed modifications would occur on the northwest side of the substation.  The height of the proposed structures would not exceed 55 feet, which is less than the height of the tallest existing structures.
Land uses adjacent to the substation are predominately residential.  CL&P notified all adjacent land owners of the proposed substation expansion prior to submitting this petition to the Council.  Due to vegetation along the perimeter of the CL&P property, the substation expansion is not expected to impact the adjacent landowners.  

Construction of the proposed project would begin in August 2008 and be completed by the end of May 2009.
CL&P asserts that the proposed project would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect. 
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