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On May 9, 2008, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Northeast Utilities System (NEU) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to the existing Norwalk Harbor Substation in Norwalk, Connecticut. The substation is located on Longshore Avenue at Manresa Island in South Norwalk, next to the Norwalk Harbor Generating Station owned by Norwalk Power LLC. Council member Gerry Heffernan and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of Northeast Utilities’ proposed modifications on June 11, 2008.  Linda Macary, Jeffrey Martin, John Chalmers, Tom Kenny, and Ron Mastro represented Northeast Utilities at the field review. Dorothy Wilson, a senior planner with the City of Norwalk’s Planning and Zoning Office, was also present.
The proposed modifications consist of removing an existing 300-MVA, 115/138-kV autotransformer, with its associated equipment, and replacing it with a new 450-MVA, 115/138-kV autotransformer. NEU would also install another new 450-MVA, 115/138-kV autotransformer next to the replacement autotransformer to serve as a spare in case the replacement should fail. As part of the project, NEU would install a new foundation pad for the replacement transformer and build a firewall between the replacement and the spare transformers. NEU would also install a new 60-foot high lightning mast near the two new transformers. 
The replacement of the 300-MVA autotransformer with the 450-MVA transformer is related to the Middletown-Norwalk transmission project (Docket 272) and is required as part of ISO-New England’s approval of this project. The purpose for the replacement autotransformer is to protect against momentary power surges that could flow through the Norwalk Harbor Substation in case of a system failure and overload the existing, 300-MVA transformer. The second, spare 450-MVA autotransformer would be installed to improve system reliability. 
NEU’s timetable for this project calls for the replacement autotransformer to arrive on site in September. The spare transformer would arrive six months later.

Dorothy Wilson expressed some concerns about plantings to replace vegetation that was cleared to bring the 138-kV submarine cables that extend to Long Island Power Authority’s Northport Substation on Long Island to the Norwalk Harbor Substation (Docket 224). She was also concerned about some storage containers that were staged near the substation. NEU representatives assured her that these containers were being removed now that work connected with the submarine cables was being completed.
The Norwalk Harbor Substation is located in an isolated area next to Long Island Sound. There are residences in view across an inlet of the Sound to the west, but none of them would be able to discern any difference in the substation’s appearance as a result of the proposed autotransformer-related work due to the distance and intervening vegetation.  
