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On November 28, 2007, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Northeast Utilities Service Company, acting for Connecticut Light and Power Company, for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the replacement of an existing 30-kW, 208/120-Volt, three-phase emergency diesel generator with a 125-kW, 208/120-Volt, three-phase emergency propane generator at the Plumtree Substation in Bethel.  Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and staff member Robert Mercier met CL&P representatives John Morissette and Girish Behal at the site on April 2, 2008 to review the petition.  Town of Bethel representative Steve Palmer (Planning and Zoning) and Beth Cavagna (Inland Wetlands) attended the field review.  
The on-site generator is used to supply emergency AC power for station service under a blackout condition extensive enough to interrupt both the existing normal and backup power supplies.  The generator is capable of supplying AC power for those services within the facility that are considered necessary to maintain fundamental operations.  

The existing generator is located within the substation compound, adjacent to the substation’s control house but it is undersized and beyond its service life.  This generator and its associated above-ground diesel storage tank would be removed as part of the project.  The new propane generator would provide more power and would emit fewer pollutants during operation than the existing generator.  
The proposed generator and its associated 1,000 gallon propane storage tank would be located in a fenced extension of the existing substation, adjacent to the west side of the control house and south of the substation entrance.  Installation of the generator would require the clearing of a small wooded area (approximately 1,100 square feet) and site filling to establish a level surface.  The proposed generator would be enclosed by a seven-foot high chain link fence and would have its own entrance gate off of the substation access drive.  Placement of the generator and storage tank within the existing compound is not possible due to electrical clearance requirements.  
The proposed installation would have no visual affect on neighboring parcels.  A dense band of woodland shields the substation from residences located northeast of the site.  Noise from the generator would be minimal.  CL&P would test the generator on a monthly basis, continuing the same schedule it currently uses for the existing generator.  

