Petition No. 827
Cellco partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless 
705 West Johnson Avenue, Cheshire, Connecticut

Staff Report

September 25, 2007
On July 27, 2007, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Cellco partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Verizon) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the extension of an existing telecommunications tower at 705 West Johnson Avenue, Cheshire, Connecticut.  The petition was field reviewed by Council member Edward Wilensky and Council staff member Robert Mercier on August 20, 2007.  
Verizon proposes to install a 40-foot extension on an existing 100-foot self-supporting lattice tower owned by Northeast Utilities (NU).  The existing tower was originally a 100-foot light duty lattice tower located adjacent to an existing maintenance building at the NU complex on the property.  On August 12, 2004, the Council approved an Exempt Modification to rebuild and relocate the tower approximately 100 feet to the southeast, near the south property line and adjacent to the limit of development on the parcel. 

The tower currently supports Cingular antennas at the 98-foot level, a dish antenna at the 78-foot level, and a whip antenna at the 98-foot level that extends to a height of 110 feet.  A fenced compound is located at the base of the tower.  The existing tower and foundation were designed to support the extension and proposed antenna loading.   

Verizon would install the 40-foot extension and place 12 antennas on an antenna frame at the 138-foot level of the tower.  The height of the tower with antennas would be 142 feet above ground level.  Verizon would install a 12-foot by 30-foot equipment shelter within the existing compound.  
The current tower radius extends onto the abutting property to the south (Erikson Metals Corporation [EMC]) by approximately 15 feet.  The tower radius of the 140-foot tower would extend onto EMC property by 55 feet but would not include the existing EMC building on the property.  The EMC building is approximately 182 feet from the tower.  
Verizon would provide both 850 MHz and 1900 MHz services from the site.  Currently, Cellco has gaps in cellular coverage along I-84 and gaps in PCS coverage along I-84, I-691, and Route 322.  The proposed extension would provide seamless coverage on I-84 and improve PCS coverage on the aforementioned routes.  Gaps in PCS coverage would remain on I-84 and Route 322 west of the site.  The site would provide 9.6 square miles of cellular coverage and 3.8 square miles of PCS coverage.  Lowering the height of the tower to 130 feet would cause a <0.1 mile gap on I-84 west of the site and reduce the cellular and PCS coverage footprint to 7.4 square miles and 3.0 square miles, respectively.    
The property is in a commercial/industrial area of Cheshire.  I-84 is a quarter-mile northwest of the site.  The extended tower would be visible from the surrounding commercial/ industrial area and a residential area 0.4 miles northwest of the site, beyond I-84.  This residential area, along Upson Place, has no or limited visibility of the existing tower, depending on the vantage point.  

EMC is opposed to the extension, stating the existing tower and compound is already a visual detriment to its property.   
