Petition No. 825
The Connecticut Light and Power Company
Triangle Street Substation, Danbury, Connecticut

Staff Report

August 28, 2007

On July 17, 2007, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for visual improvement modifications to the Triangle Street Substation in Danbury, Connecticut.  The petition was field reviewed by Council member Edward Wilensky and Council staff member Robert Mercier on August 20, 2007.  CL&P representatives Helen Wong and Donald Biondi and City of Danbury representative Michael McLachlan (Mayor’s Chief of Staff) attended the field review.  
The substation is located on Triangle Street in Danbury.  Pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and nearby building tenants have direct views into the substation along Triangle Street.  CL&P proposes to improve the aesthetics of the area by:

a) installing a solid resin, seven-foot high white fence along the Triangle Street side of the substation.  The fence will be installed on top of an existing concrete retaining wall that varies in height from one to two feet;  
b) repair and repainting of the existing concrete retaining wall;

c) installing a five-foot wide concrete sidewalk on substation property along Triangle Street; and, 

d) widening the existing substation entrance to approximately 20 feet to allow for unencumbered truck access.  

Although CL&P proposes to remove all vegetation outside the northwest corner of the substation as part of the petition, all parties at the field review agreed most of the vegetation should remain since it provides screening of the substation from Taylor Street.  Some vegetation would be removed from this area to accommodate the rebuilt sidewalk.  

The final plans for the widening of the substation entrance would be submitted to the Council upon completion.

CL&P proposes this project in response to a request from the City of Danbury to improve the area during consultations for the Plumtree to Triangle transmission reconstruction project (Petition 702).  The City of Danbury supports this proposal.  

