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On July 12, 2007, Sprint Nextel Corporation (Sprint) submitted a Petition (Petition) to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no certificate of environmental compatibility and public need is required for the proposed modifications to an existing Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) electrical transmission structure.  Specifically, Sprint seeks to modify the existing H-Frame 115-kV CL&P structure #8012 by replacing one 70-foot above ground level (AGL) laminated wood pole with a new 102-foot AGL laminate wood pole to permit the installation of three iDEN network antennas at the 100-foot level of the pole.  

The northerly pole has already been replaced with a 102-foot pole and it supports the antennas of New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC and the PCS antennas of Sprint.  The proposed new southerly pole would provide Sprint with cellular coverage in the vicinity of Route 9.  The existing 40-foot by 30-foot 6-inch fenced compound would be extended 20 feet to the west (closer to Route 9 and West Farms Mall) to allow for the installation of the proposed 12-foot by 20-foot Sprint equipment shelter.  No trees would need to be removed. 
The subject property (Property) is owned in fee by CL&P   A Letter of Agreement between CL&P and Sprint has been provided.  There are two residences to the north of the Property and two to the south.  CL&P’s property continues to the east and the State of Connecticut property for Route 9 is to the west of the Property.  At the request of Council staff, Sprint mailed letters (and the petition filing) to all four adjacent residents on August 17, 2007.  The deadline for questions and/or comments from abutters is August 27, 2007.  
The antennas would be flush-mounted and the new pole would be no taller than the other pole to the north.  There is significant vegetative screening on both sides of the utility corridor.  The new pole is expected to be partially visible from one adjacent resident when the leaves are on the trees.  When the leaves are off of the trees, the visibility of the pole from adjacent residences would range from approximately the top half of the pole to the top four feet of the pole.  Photo-simulations were included in the petition.

No wetlands or watercourses were found within 150 feet of the proposed site.  No adverse impact on water resources are expected.  Noise emitted from the equipment is expected to be negligible.  

The Petition was field reviewed by Council member Phil Ashton and Michael Perrone of the Council staff.  Thomas J. Regan, Esq., of Brown Rudnick Berlack Israels LLP, representing Sprint also attended the field review along with Alitz Abajian, Project Manager for Sprint.    
Concerns from an adjacent resident at 36 Maple Ridge Drive were received by email on August 22, 2007.  While the resident is generally supportive of utility infrastructure, his concern is being burdened with too much infrastructure in one place because there are currently 115-kV transmission and Sprint and Cingular antennas in the vicinity of his property.  The resident is also concerned with RF exposure from the antennas plus the existing EMFs from the electric transmission.  Furthermore, he notes that he and his neighbors receive no compensation in return for having utility infrastructure in their neighborhood.  The resident requests that the utility infrastructure be spread out and not all concentrated in his neighborhood.  For these reasons, he opposes the pole replacement for Sprint’s additional antennas.
