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The City of Middletown is seeking to install a 200 kW fuel cell at its new high school under construction on Wilderman’s Way in Middletown.

Council member Phil Ashton and staff member David Martin met with Attorney Jennifer Janelle, counsel for the city, and Andrew Grillo of Gilbane, the construction management firm, at the site to review the proposal.

The city has received a grant through the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund for the fuel cell installation. The fuel cell would provide some of the high school’s base load generation. Its waste heat would be used to provide hot water and to heat the high school swimming pool. The fuel cell would operate in both grid-connected and grid-independent mode during power outages so that the high school could be used as an area of assembly during emergencies.

The fuel cell would be located on the west side of the high school building proximate to the swimming pool. Noise levels would be very low, and there are no residences close enough to the school to be affected by this installation. 

Any environmental impact of installing the fuel cell can be expected to be minimal, especially when compared to the amounts of CO2 and NOx that would be avoided through the use of the fuel cell.
