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Sprint/Nextel Corporation
Milford, Connecticut

Staff Report

March 12, 2007

Sprint is seeking to replace an existing 125-foot flagpole telecommunications tower with a 135-foot flagpole tower in order to install three antennas at a centerline height of 130 feet. 

Council member Ed Wilensky and staff member David Martin met with Sprint representatives Tom Regan and Matt Vondis at the site to review the proposal.

The existing tower is located at behind a small supermarket at the back edge of a paved parking lot. It is within a 20-foot by 40-foot equipment compound enclosed by an eight-foot chain link fence. The replacement tower would be located approximately 15 feet to the northeast of the existing tower, staying within the existing compound. Sprint’s ground equipment would be installed in the northwest corner of the compound. No expansion of the compound would be necessary, but Sprint would clear away some brushy vegetation that has overgrown the compound.
There are two carriers on the existing tower: T-Mobile and AT&T. Each carrier has antennas at two different heights. T-Mobile is at 120 feet and 110 feet; AT&T is at 100 feet and 90 feet. The highest available height for Sprint on the existing tower would be 80 feet, which is not high enough to provide acceptable coverage. Without a taller tower at this location, Sprint would have to build a new tower somewhere in the vicinity to provide the coverage it seeks to achieve on the existing tower. 

There is an area of mature, deciduous trees adjacent to the supermarket property. Beyond the trees, there are several apartment buildings directly to the north. There are single family homes, some of which have views of the existing tower above the trees, to the northeast of the site. There are three single family homes across the street from the supermarket property to the west, and a condominium complex across the street to the east. The wider area around the supermarket property is a mixture of apartments and single family homes.
At the field review Sprint agreed to notify the owners of the three single family homes across the street about its pending application.

Staff recommends approval of this petition on the basis that a flagpole tower is the most appropriate design given the predominantly residential nature of the surrounding neighborhood.
UPDATE: At the request of Mr. Wilensky, Sprint notified several owners of single-family homes, the representative of a nearby condominium association, and the management company of several apartment complexes in the vicinity of its pending petition. No comments were received from any of the parties notified. 
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