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Staff Report

December 28, 2006
Verizon is seeking to extend an existing pipe mast extension on a steel transmission line pole to place six antennas at a height of 167 feet above ground level.

Council member Ed Wilensky and staff person David Martin conducted a field review of the proposal on December 27, 2006. They were met at the site by Joey Lee Miranda, a lawyer with Robinson & Cole who was representing Verizon.

The transmission line pole on which the antennas would be attached is 150 feet tall and is located north of Sky Edge Lane in Bethel. It is not far south of I-84 and would provide PCS and cellular coverage along this interstate highway where Verizon currently has coverage gaps. The Council previously gave approval for Sprint to locate antennas on this pole (Petition 515).

Sprint placed an extension on this pole to place antennas on a platform. There is a stub of the mast extension Sprint installed that extends above Sprint’s platform. Verizon would add an additional 10 feet onto this extension to place six antennas at 167 feet. Verizon’s antennas would be attached to the extension with Valmont standoff mounts (similar to T-bar mounts).
Verizon ground equipment would be housed in a 12-foot by 30-foot shelter that would be enclosed by an eight-foot chain link fence within a small compound that would be approximately 20 feet by 45 feet. Verizon’s coax cables would run underground from its equipment shelter to the existing tower. Minimal clearing would be necessary to install Verizon’s compound. A gravel access drive to the tower’s base was previously installed by Sprint.

The tower is located in a residential area with single family homes visible to the east, west, and south of the site. There is a large Target store just to the north of the site. Beyond the Target store is more commercial development along Route 6, which runs closely parallel to I-84 in this vicinity. The nearest home is located 237 feet to the south. Most of the nearby homes are located approximately 300 to 400 feet from the tower.
The tower is located on land owned by CL&P, which has reviewed and approved Verizon’s proposal. Attorney Miranda agreed to inform the nearest resident of Verizon’s plans.

There are many deciduous trees between the tower and the nearest neighbors that provide some screening of the tower. However, the top of the tower is visible from the nearest roads. The addition of Verizon’s antennas would be a slight marginal increase in the visibility of this tower.
Existing tower
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Close-up of antenna platform and mount extension
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